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Bl cz5 to make an Oration upon what 
{| Subje& he pleaſes, when he enters 


2 upon his Office, and to make another 


— — 


when he lays it down. Thoſe Pieces are 
commonly much labour'd, and no leſs inſtructive. 


Mr. Burman, Profeſſor of Hiſtory and Eloquence 


in the Univerſity of Leyden, did accordingly pro- 
nounce the fine Harangze, of which I give the 
following Tranſlation, when he quitted the 'Re- 
Cor ſbip on the 8th of Feb. 1720. The extraordi- 
3 2 parts and learning of this Favourite Diſeiple 
of Grevizs are too well known in the World, to 
need an Encomium from me or any other of his 
Admirers. But F may venture to fay, that this 
* Oration is one of the moſt elegant Productions 
» of the Age. Our Profeſſor obſerving the great 
Decay of the politer Studies, and the Contempt 
with which ſome, who would not be thought ig- 
norant, affect to treat them, without excepting 
many eminent Members of the Learned Faculties, 
has with adinirable. Wit and Addreſs expos'd their 
2: ObjeQions, under the pretence of juſtifying them. 


He pleaſantly ridicules the barbarous Style in which 


J moft Lawyers, Phyſicians, and Philoſophers write: 
> but eſpecially the jargon of the Div:»es, who alſo 


2 fhamefally neglect the Study of the Original Lan- 
> gaages;and who frequently inveigh in fuch a man- 
ner againſt the abuſe of Hiſtory and Critic, as i, 


effect to take away the uſe of them; becauſe they 


2 wou'd not be at the pains of explaining 4ifficaltres, ' 


or are unable to folye them, or not candid enough 
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| to acknowledge them. Such as deſerve another Cha- 


ractet will not, I dare ſay, be angry with him for © 


produces the chief of thoſe diffcaltres, and ſhows a 


vaſt fund of reading and obſervationeyenoutofhis 
on Province. But one known to Dr. Bentley (who. 
will be allow:d by all Men of, Letters, that are not 


his Enemies, to be a very competent Judge) has gi- 


ven the true Key of this Oration in the Anſwer tothe 


Remarks made upon his Propoſals of printing a Nx 
Edition of the 'Greek, Teament, Page 36. 1 thank, © 


our dear Kugliſb Caſuiſt {lays the or's Friend) 


for quoting the Dutch Orator, Here's an Iuſtauce of . 


his ſlupor and inſenſibility, beyond any of the famous 
Tom Coryat. . Burman's Oration, made laſt 
Year, when be laid down his Office of Rector Mag- 
nificus, 4 very fiue one in its way, is all writ in Lu- 
eianꝰ manner, 4. thorough Irony and Feer. He tells 
the Audience, that ta make acompleat funiſh'd Divine, 


there's no need of any Skill at all, either in Languages, 
or Hiſtory, or Eloquence, or Critic. Theſe;four To- 
pics he agreeably purſues: and in the laſt of them, 


has that Paſſage which our Eſcobar has choſen for his 
Motto. The B Orator e, that all Men 
1 common Senſe would read his Meaning backwards ; 
ut he met with an Engliſh Cabbage-head, that takes 
him to be in good earneſt: as being indeed of that O- 


pinion op ie Fee bimſelf a profound I'te- 1 


ologue, without any of thoſe four ill Qualities. Who- 
ever he be, he's not the only Divine that has ſuch a 
fancy. But I ſhall no longer detain the Reader from 
the Pleaſure and Inſtruction he may juſtly hope 
from Profeſſor Barman: and leſt any of the Beau- 


ties of the Original ſhould be loſt in my Tranſlation A 
as many J fear there are, however faithfully the 
nſe be render'd) I have join'd the Latin to the 


gliſb, for the ſake of the Curious, 
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b znumgquemęue fludio duci & de- 
atari, inter omuer ſatis conftat ; ne- 
due facile bominem invenias, qui non 
alla, quibus ſe excellere putat, om- 
num rerum prima, ſe vero, qui ea 
Peſſidet, pulchram ¶ beatum eſſe arbitretur. Neque 
indoffam modo multitudinem, & illiteratos artifices 
caeco erga ſua opera amore auferri, ſed ipſos, qui 
| ſuperb ſapientiae & doctrinae titulo ſe a vulgo © 
ſegregant, hoc communt morbo ita adfectos eſſe vin guiſh 


demut, ut cum aliarum contemtioue ſuas ſemper 4 W 
Aiſciplinas extollant, & tamquam unicas fillolas | + 1 ch 
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born 1 NO is more certain, TW his eve- 
ty One is biaſſed by ſome particular In- 
[Fg clination and Study of his own.: It being 
TY at the fame time hardly poſſible to find, a 
SE "Sk Man who does not fer the higheſt Vage 
upon thoſe things in which he imagines; 
bis chief Excllence lies, as well as applaud: himſelf for his 
"own Happineſs, in being ſo well accompliſted. Nom is 
chis concelted Partiality confin'd to the i ignorant Vulgar and 
Iltiterate”Mechanic only; but has ſpread it {elf like an epi- 

demical Niſtemper over all Ranks and Conditions of Men 3 
ſince we' cannot help obſerving that even thoſe who diſtin- 
guiſh themſelves from the common Herd, by Titles that 
denote their great Gravity and Learning, are fondly preju- 
diced in favour of their own particular Profeſſions, ey 

to the deſpiſing and running down of all others. Now if 


32 we 


— 


exoſculentur. Si vero in cauſſas inconcinnae & 
abſurdae oftentationis N introſpiciamns, pau © 
du certa_perſuaſione de ſe & ſuis vera pracdicare, © 
fed plurimos aliarum artium ignoratione peccare, * 
airs cupiditate, ambitione aut ,avaritia abreptos, _ 
ſua commada &F rationes veritati praeferre, & pro 
ſolida laude vaniſſi mae gloriolae- umbram conſectca- 
rs, deprebendemus. _Quotus enim quifque-reperi- 
tur, tha laudaus, aliena culpans, qui ita in om- 
mum rerum variam & multiplicem cognitionem, 4 
ejnſque interiores receſſus, penetravit, ut, ſingulie 
inter ſe comparatis, verum unicuique pretium ta- 
tuere, & uni prae alia admirabilem quamdam ex- 
cellentiam rage poſſit? Immo quotus quiſque 
non plebeja potius trutina, quam aequa artificis 
 fratera ita omnia propriae ſcientiae momenta exami- 
navit, ut ad illam, quam ſequitur, probandam & 
Praeferendam, certo judicio & ratione impulſum ſe 
Me, alus perſuadeat? An non maxima eruditorum 
porta, i ſimpliciter & id quod res eſt elogui vel>Þ 
lent, inconſiderato ſe impetu, parentum & amico- 
rum audtoritates Wees in illas ſe toto auimo do- 
&rinas dediſſe fateri cogerentur, quae vel ad in- 
gent illuſtrioris famam, vel ad honores capiendos, 
vel ad rem faciendam, accommodatiores aliis often- 
debantur? quibus deinde, cum ſerum eſt eas de- 
Aſſcere vel mutare, tam certis & deſtinatis ſenten- 
: tis ſe addicunt & conſecrant, ut etiam fattioſs 


among 
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Furore partes ſemel temere ſuſceptas defendant. Cum 
vero poſt levem ſaepe & exigui temports operam J 
eas profiteri & exercere feſtinaverint, e re ſua eſſe 
ducunt venalet proponere, & tabernam nou utili- 
bus tantum & neceſſariis, ſed fallacibus & fucoſis | 


— — 
a. 
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4 as | l 8 = moditi 


COTNING 


„ ᷑C“d?h»ö‚„ Wh... fv... an. tt. A. 


„(ß PR > oe 
G on AO 


tune: To which 


O ANITA N. 7 
we look a little cloſer into the Cauſes of this wrong, this 
abſurd Behaviour, we ſhall find that few of theſe ground 
their Opinions upon a true Knowledge, either of them- 
{elves or their Studies; but that moſt of them are miſtaken 
for want of being acquainted with other Arts and Sciences, 
Others, hurried a way with Ambition or Avarice, ſet up their 
on Meaſures and Intereſt in the room of Truth, and, in- 
ſead of ſolid Applauſe, catch at the Shadow of the moſt 
empty Vain-glory. For ſhew..me the Man among thele, 
who cry up their own, and find ſuch fault with the Pro- 
feſſions of others, that has penetrated fo far 1 into the deep 
Receſſes of general Learning, and compar'd every Particu- 
lar fo exactly with each other, as to be able to ſtate the 
real Value of each, and to point out the wonderful Qua- 
lity in which one excels another. Nay, ſhey me the Man; . 
who, in order to prove that his Choice is grounded upon 
Judgment and Reaſon, does not weigh the Merits of his 
own Science, rather by Scales which have been. in: uſe 
among the People, than by the exact Ballance of a tr 
Artificer., Would not the greateſt Part of thoſe who 
have had a learned Education, if they would but ſpeak 
the Truth, be ebliged to own, that generally by yield- 
ing an implicit Obedience to their Parents or | 
they have given themſelves up to thoſe Profeſſiomꝭ zy hich 
were pointed out to them, for ſuch as would moſt. eaſily 
acquire them the n Reputation, Dignity, or WH 
wards they ſo firmly liſt A 
and | rivet their Opinions When it is too late to Nik 
their Courſe or unlearn any thing; that they will defend 
the Cauſe they have thug inconſiderately efpouſed, with al 
the Party Rage that can be imagined. And when, with, 
little Time and leſs Pains they have qualified themſelyes * 
take upon them to exerciſe their Buſineſs, they next 
it will be for their Intereſt to expoſe it to ſale; 19 1555 ac- 
cardingly they furniſh their Shops, not with uſeful Com- 
modities, but with falſe and counterfeit, advertis d and re- 
commended with a parcel of ſmooth, inſinuating fuſtian 


B 3 Ex- 


6 CR F- + ©. 
nae mentis. mercatus, ad quos rerum imprudentes 
Judenes magna contentione confluere ſolent, confuſit 
& mconditis inſtitorum clamoribus reſonare audi- 
mut? & ex hujus cupiditatis fonte, tamquam rivulos, 
rot glorioſas orationes defluere videmus, quibus mer- 
carores graviorum, ut ajunt, diſciplinarum incautos 
adoleſcentium animos invitant & adlectant, ut prae- 
teratis humiliorum artium ſellis, apud ſuas offici- 
nas diverſentur, & expoſitas ibi dodtrinas ad uti- 
litatem & neceſſitatem nundinentur? Quis veſtrum 
A. hoc ſacrarium initurus, ut publice verba fa- 
cientem Profeſſorem audiat, aliud animo ſuo prae- 
cipere ſolet, quam ut illi, de ſuae diſciplinae an- 
#1quitate, praeſtantia & praeter ceteras dignitate 
declamanti, defatigatas pervulgato argumento aures 
leviter, cum unins borulae jactura, ſit commoda- 
zurus? pracſertim cum in illas eruditionis copiae 
int redactae anguſtias, ut raro alicujus ſcientiae 
Doctor regni & ſcholae ſuae fines & terminos 


egredi vel audeat, vel poſſit. Sed ne in ipſo ſta- 


tim orltionis limine inſolentem & acerbam lauda- 
tiſimarum artium cenſuram exercere videar, am- 
bitioſae bujus oſtentationit in primis Humanitatis 
e Elegantiaram Profeſſores reos agere non dubita- 


bo ; meque ipſum, inter illos, qui popular blanditia 


& aſßentarione diſcipulos undique corrogare, eorum- 

hene volentiam colligere nituntur, non ultimo 
loco eſſe collocandum, fateri non erubeſcam. Non 
pudebit hodie prae me ferre, eum me aliquando 
faiſſe, qui meditato & exquiſito ſermone, Lingua- 
ram, Eloquentiae, & Hiſtoriarum laudes amplifi- 
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Expreſſions. For don't we hear the very Markets of this 
Academy, ſtor d as they are with Learning and ſound Un- 
derſtanding, and to which our raw Youth ſo contentiouſ- 
ly crowd, ring again with the confus d inharmonious Cnes 
of the Huckſters ? Is it not from the Fountain of this E- 
mulation that we behold ſo many glorious Orations roll 
> down like Rivulets as it were, by which the Retailers of 
the more ſerious Studies (as they are call'd) invite and in- 
tice our heedleſs Youth to paſs over the Stalls of the infe- 
riour Arts, and to ſtay and equip themſelves at their Shops 
with the moſt uſeful and advantageous Profeſſions ?. I ap- 
peal to you, Gentlemen Academics, whether any. of you 
upon coming into the Schools to hear a Profeſſor ſpeak in 
Public, ever propoſes to himſelf any thing more, than 
having his Ears fatigu'd for near an Hour with a fulſom 
Harangue upon the Antiquity, Excellence, and Dignity of 
his Profeſſion 3 eſpecially ſince the Forces of 1 
have been ſo reduc d, that there is ſcarce a Doctor in any 
Faculty, who has either the Courage or Ability to go be- 
yond the Bounds of that petty Kingdom, his own School? 
But that I may not be thought at the very firſt ſtep of 
my Diſcourſe to uſe too much bitterneſs and freedom 'in 
paſſing a Cenſure upon thoſe parts of Learning, which 
are held in the higheſt Veneration among us, I- ſhall in 
the firſt place make no ſcruple of impeaching the Pro- 
feſſors of Humanity and Elegance, as guilty of this vain- 
glorious Oſtentation: and ſhall not bluſh to own, that -I 
my ſelf have been one of thoſe notorious Offenders, who 
make it their Buſineſs by all manner of popular Artifices 
and little Inſinuations to ſcrape together as many Scholars 
as they can, and to court their good-liking and appro- 
bation. I ſhall not be aſham'd this moment to declare, 
that there was a Time when I was the Man who in pre- 
meditated ſet Speeches made it my endeavour to inlarge 
upon the Commendations of the Languages, of. Elo- 
quenye, and of Hiſtory, and to evince that it was ſome- 
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care, & magnum aliquid & praeclarum e ſſe, Graece 


&. Latine ſcire, dicendo efficere ſum conatus. Sed 
aliquot abhinc annis totus mihi diſplicere coepi, & 
confilis a primis aunis capti pervicacia, & ipſae illae, 
Tua, olim juvenili dicendi licentia, &. vincendi ma- 
$15 quam veritatis ſtudio habui, orationes maturio- 
ri aetati inc utiunt ruborem. Iraſcor mibi, quod 4 
mei ordinus & ftuau virit perſuaderi mihi ſim paſ- 
ſut, nihil ad omnia tempora utilins, nibil ad vitam 
privatam 2 publicam elegantins, nihil ad lau- 
dem & famam praeſtabilins inveniri poſſe, quam 
mentem interioribus literis excultam & perpolitam 
habere. Indignor dict atoria illa magiſtrorum, quos 
ſeguebar, praecepta feciſſe atque effeciſſe, ut illi 

tog arorum ordini me adſcribi ſuſtinuerim, qui ex 
prims, quem obtinere ſolebat, loco detruſy u5, Vix in- 
mum, quem precario poſſidet, hodie in 133 
teri poteſt. Quotidie ſtomachari non deſiſto, eam me 
vitae meae legem dixiſſe, ut perpetuo inter Gramma- 
ticorum & Criticorum ſubſellia fit conſeneſcendum; 
neque auſum fuiſſe majora ſpirare, aut principibus 
inter eruditos viris aduumerari ambiviſſe. 'Cujns 
doloris & poenitentiae ut pleniſſimam hodie Vobit 
A. fidem faciam, non tralatitio circulatorum more, 
qui fam per omnes cathedras Pervaſit, merces meat 
jackabo & excutiam; nec orationem conquifito ex 
Rhetorum officints pigmento adſper gens, de litera- 
rum, quas profiteor, utilitate & praeſtantia inſolen- 
ter gloriabor ; ſed vineta mea caedere, & aperto, 
fed atroci ſtilo, omuia Humanitati: Pudia „ quae 


aa & docentium culpa merito jacent, confadere; 


eorumgue non modo difficultatem, vilitatem mi- 
nime 
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O RAT ION. * 
thing- truly Great and Noble, to underſtand Greek. and 
Latin. But for ſome Years paſt I have been quite out of 


Humour with my ſelf: And as well the Bigotry to that 
Opinion which I eſpous d in the beginning of my Lite, 
as thoſe very Orations, which, by a Liberty uſual with 


young Men, I made rather with a Deſign of gaining Pro- 
ſelytes, than advancing the Truth, fill my riper Years 
with Shame and Confukon.. . I am vext to think that 1 
ſuffer d my ſelf to be perſuaded by thoſe of my Profeſ- 


ſion, that nothing was more uſeful at all Times, nothing 
more elegant in public and private Life, nothing more 
proper to eſtabliſh a handſome Character and Reputation 


in the World, than for one's Underſtanding to be well 


improv d and thoroughly poliſht with a reaſonable Stock 


of Learning. I: repine that the dogmatical Precepts f 


. thoſe Maſters whom I follow'd, prevaild with me to liſt 


my ſelf in that Company, which from being the firſt in 


all Univerſities, is degraded to the very laſt Rank, and has 
at preſent but a precarious Title eren to that. I reflect 


every day with Regret at having impos d upon my ſelf a 


ſort of Life, which cannot well be ſpent but in the Con- 
verſation of Critics and Grammarians ; and for wanting 
Courage to aſpire to greater matters, and not ſtriving to 
haue enrolled my Name among the Chiefs of the learned 


World. Of which Sorrow and Repentance that I may 


give you the ſureſt Conviction, I will not, according to 


2 the pedling Method practis d in every Chair beſides, cry 
up and hold out my own Goods to you ; nor, daubing 


my Oration vrith the Colours of Rhetoric, vainly boaſt 
of the Uſefulneſs and Excellency of that Part of Learn- 
ing which I profeſs; but I. am determin'd to turn In- 
former againſt my Self, and to point my Speech with 
2 full and ſharp Thruſt at all thoſe Stugies of Huma- 
23 nity, which, thro' their own Defects and thoſe that teach 
them, are ſo deſervedly neglected. At the fame time 1 
'F ſhall ſhew not only the Difficulty in. attaining them, the 
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vime . . fed faneſtam in pri 
mis contagionem, S periculoſam graviorum diſci- 
plinarum cum illis ſocietatem oftendere decrevi. 


Quad f dicendo tonſequi, aut rationibus.ullam ba- 


Jai propoſett partem cordatis perſuadere mequroero, 
redundet' haec quoque iufelicitat in futilium artium 


ted into | 
in makin 


cultorem, qui, cum Eloquentiam profiteatur, ne id i 


quidems, quod omnes fere ſequuntur & probant, e- 4 


vincere vbaluerit. Ouamuis autem maxime mihi 


laetandum fit, apud illos agend; occaſi one m obla- ; 


tam, qui uon modo iu eadem opinione verſautur, 


Jed illam omnibus, g ui J ad eos adplicant, induere 


conautur, praccipua tamen me ſpes tenet, non plane 


ine ſſicacem apud vos, facillimi Adoleſcentes, Oratio- © 


nem futuram. Tn praejudicatam illico vos ſenten- 
tiam ituros confido, ubi perſpexeritis, quam procli- 


di adſenſu conſilia veſtra S . panentum. rat Jones " 
comprobare laborem. Ubi. redte E erdine vd a- 
tere pranuntiem, ft dimi(}t a, mans & ferula pa- 1 


dagogorum, barbatis ſeuibus auſcultautes, haec ple- 
bejae caveae ſubſellia tranſcendatis, & ſaltu in or- 


cheſtram facto, noxias pietati, famae, eruditioni & 


arcae literas, quae humanitatis nomen mentiuntur, 


relinquatis, Quo non favore, quo num adplanſu ne 
diceutem preſeque mini, fi oſtenderim, nemmen e- 
Aram ad aliquam nominis celebritatem aut fortuna- 12 
rum incrementum, ſivs inter cerimoniarum my &. 


tes, five juſtitiae ſacerdotes, ſive ſalutis humanae | 
cuſtodes, five ſapientiae magiſtros adſpirare ans, 


qui ſe noſtris ſtudiis inquinandum permiſerit. Ad | 4 
quod probandum , non auttoritates & exempla, A 
- quae in obvia & domeſtica copia cumulare eſſet 
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Poorneſs and Unprofitableneſs of them, but more eſpeti- 


ally the ſad Tendency of them, to infect and indanger! 
Studies of a. graver Nature, if ever they ſnoud be admit- 


ted into their Company. And if I ſhauld chance to fail 
in making out my Propoſition, or in giving convincing 
1 of it to the Ingenuous; then one 
more Mis fortune would attend me as a Cultivator of theſe 
"2D idle Sciences, ſince, tho' I I profeſs Eloquence, I could not 
all the, World: allow — approve, of. But now, chor 1 
bare great Reaſon to rejoice, in being ſo happy as to 
* this Matter before thoſe who have not only been 
cuver of the ſame Opinion themſelves, but do their beſt: 
to inſtill it into all that are any ways attach d to them 3. 


=> Youth. that you will ſoon run into this 
preconceivd Opinion, when you ſce how ready I am to 
2 approve your Purſuits, and fall in with the Meaſures of 
4 your Parents. When I fhall. pronounce: your Conduct to 
4- _ be juſt and regular, if upon being diſmiſs d from the hea- 
—— vy Hands and Ferulas of tyrannizing Paxdagogues, you. 
le- | take the Advice of the moſt venerable-Folks, skip over 
”- NY ere of the Pit, and leaping at once into 

S the Stage-Boxes, leave behind you that Part of 
eley intitled Humanity, as injurious to Piety, Reputa- 
#7 tion, ſound Inſtruction and Intereſt. With what Favour - 
e and Applauſe will you not honour me, if I make it ap- 
pear that none of you who ſuffers himſelf to be polluted 
with our Studies, can ever aſpire to any pitch of Repu- 
tation or Fortune; either among the Commiſſioners of 
#ge | Rites: and Ceremonies; the: Miniſters of the Law, the 
72 > Guardians of our Health, or the Maſters of Wiſdom. For 
Ad the Proof of . which, I will not ſearch for Precedents, 
which in obvious and. great a Plenty it Would be nau- 
bla, 3 ous to enumerate, but lightly touching upon every kind 
4 of 


nem captare ſtudebo. I N 


Arens. 
patidum, nudique conquiram ; ſed leviter per ſiu- 


galas diſeiplinas pervagando, populari- & pervui- 


” 
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oOmnium, quatquot ſint, doctrinarum principem 


S reginam eſſe coeleſtium rerum meditationem, ne- 
mo, qui quotrdianis ſermonibus celebrari audit, dif- 
fteri ſuſtinebit: Eamque jure ſuo primes honores 
occupaſſe, & reliquas, ut adminiftras & comi- 
tes, ex alto deſpicere, neque earum ope & adju- 
mento indi i 


cavere ſtudet, ne temere in ejus adyta & ſacraria 
irrumpatur, neque initiandi ſpem facit, uiſi illis, qui 
mentem purgatam, & ſublimioris ſcientiae capacem 


ad ſacra ſua attulerint, non terrena faece pollutam, 


nom humanis \ſordibus contaminatam. #0 dero 
dominatricis diſciplinae principia & fundamenta, 
quibus tota nititur, a ſacrorum myſtis prodita eſſe 
accepimus; divinam primum auctoritatem, libris 


& tabulis, ab ultima antiquitate tranſmiſſis, con- 


fignatam + ſummam deinde in divinae mentis of 
berinae GET Loney concordiam & conſpiratio- 
nem, uon quidem omnium, ſed pietate & doctrina 
illuſtrium virorum, qui in unum conducti, poſt di- 
ligenter exiſtimatam & omnibus momentis 4 on- 
leratam Dei legem, certam & definitam publicae 


perſuaſioni prodiderunt regulam, ad quam omnia 


judicia dirigantur, qua vera & falſa dijudicentur; 


Fata | argumentatione Acroaterii hujus adprobatio- 


e, niſt cum placnxerit ancillas in par- 
tem vilioris operae & laborit vocare, in coutrover- © 
ham vocari nequit. Faſtidieſa in primis domina 


e 


ultra quam citraque conſiſtere uulli liceat; aut ſe- | 


mel decreta refigere vel convellere 1 
Ad haec duo facillima & expedita doctrinae capita 
gui ſtudia & lucubrationes exegerit, numeris omni- 


bus 
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of Learning, I will endeavour by the moſt popular com- 
mon way of arguing, to gain the Approbation af this 
Audience. There is no body, who conſiders the 
Honocur that is daily paid to it, but muſt own that the 
Study of Divinity is Queen and Sovereign of the ſeve- 
n ral kinds of Learning: Nor is there any Diſpute but 
- that ſhe has a Right to take Place of all the reſt, and to 
— book down upon them from her lofty Throne as her Maids 
and Attendants; but without having the leaſt Occaſion 


F.C: 


i- for any Aſſiſtance from them, unleſs ſhe pleaſes to honour 
= the poor Wenches with ſome little Part of her Drudgery 
2 or meaneſt Work. The firſt Thing that this nice Lady 
r- guards cautiouſly againſt, is, that no bold Intruder raſhly 
2 preſume to enter her private Apartments, her ſacred With- 
ia drawing - Rooms; nor can any hope to be admitted to an 
ui Audience ot her, but thoſe that bring a Mind thoroughly 
m cleans d and proper to be the Receptacle af ſo ſublime a Sci- 
m, ence, unpolluted with earthly Dregs, undefil d with the ſordid 


ro Rags of Humanity. But we have been inform'd by the 
ta, Stewards of her Houſhold, that there are two principal 
Je or fundamental Points upon which this deſpotic Profeſſion 
ris  intirely depends. Firſt, A Commiſſion or Authority from 
»2y- | God, fign'd and ſeald in Books and Writings tranſmitted 

* down from the maſt ancient Antiquity; Secondly, The 
great Harmony and Agreement there has been in the Inter- 

pretation of the Divine Will and Doctrine: and that not 
di- by every Body, but by ſame particular Men famous for | 
their Piety and Learning; who laying their Heads toge- 
ther, and very ſcrupulouſly weighing and conſidering this 
Law of God, did from thence conſtitute a certain and 
determinate Rule for the modelling of every Man's Per- 
ſuaſion, which is ſo to direct all Opinions and diſtinguiſh 
betwixt Truth and Falſhood, that there can be no ſure 
footing for thoſe that tread beyond ar ſhort of this Line, 
and that no one has Liberty to alter or aboliſh what has 
been thus once decreed, He that finiſhes his Lucubrations 
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bus abſolutus divinae ſapientiae interpres habetur. 
Artes vero, quae ad humanitatem pertinent, licet 
variae doctrinae oſtentatores in infinita membra con- 
cidere ſoleant, uos tamen hodie ad quatuor ſpecies 
re vocabimus, Grammaticae primum & ſermonis 
antiqui coguitionem, temporis deinde priorts & Hi- 


ſtoriarum ſcientiam, tum Eloquentiae' exercitatio= 


nem, Criticam poſtremo de omnium operibus diju- 
licationem. Quae ſingula & univerſa, non dico 
pernoſcendi, ſed delibandi etiam, humanae indu- 
firiae ſpem eſſe deſperatiſſimam omnes uno ore con- 
fitemtur, & ſi jam ea eſſet ingenii vis & laboris 
vehementia, ut per eas procedere quis poſſet, mi- 
aime tamen frugiferam eſſe, quae illis inſumitur, 
operam, ant aliquid inde praeſidii aut ornamenti 
Jacris ftudiis accedere; ſed diſciplinae à Deo pro- 
ditae, & concordibus ſuffragiis comprobatae auct᷑o- 
ritatem praecipue inde convelli & iebefecters, nunc 
erit oftendendum. 

Trium vero, ut inde incipiam, gentium, He. 
| braeae, Graecae & Latinae ab eruditis linguae ce- 
lebrari ſoleut, quarum fingularum cognitio non mo- 
do difficitis & laborioſa, ſed ab omni perdiſcendi 
ſpe depofita & deſtituta. Si quis enim ad Graect 
vel Romani ſermonis intelligentiam ita unice in- 
cumbere vellet, ut eam plane adſequatur, vita eum 
prius, quam labor & materia deficeret, Ridenda 
enim potius, quam confutanda eorum eft gloriatio, 
qui tam ſcite, tam eleganter ſe arraque lingua 
ſeribere & loqui poſſe jattant, ut fi in antiqua 
zempora redeundi, & Athenis vel Romae illis ver- 

ba 
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ORATION. 17 
according to theſe two eaſy conciſe Points of Learning, is 
accounted to all intents and purpoſes a moſt abſolute com- 
pleat Interpreter of the Divine Wiſdom. Now as for tho 
Arts which belong to the Study of Humanity, though by 
thoſe who value themſelves upon ſhewing their Learning, 
they are ſlic d out into an Infinity of Parts, yet I ſhall at 
preſent reduce them to theſe four Heads: Firſt, a Know- 
ledge of Grammar and the ancient Languages; next, Ac- 
quaintance with Hiſtory and the Tranſa&ions of former 
Times; then, the Practice of Eloquence; and laſtly, a 
Judgment truly Critical to examine the Works of every 
Author. All and every one of which, by the Confeſſion of 


all Men, Human Induſtry muſt for ever deſpair, I do not 


fay of knowing thoroughly, but even of taſting. ſuperfi- 
eially: and if one really had that Quickneſs of Parts and 
Strength of Application, as to be able to go thro' them 
all, I ſhall immediately make it appear, that the pains 
taken in them would not be of the leaſt advantage to us, 
or bring any Light and Aſſiſtance to the Study of the Ho- 
ly Scriptures; but that the Authority of this Diſcipline, 
which has been handed down to us from God himſelf, 
and moreover confirm'd.. by | ſuch unanimous Suffrages, 


ö would be very much ſhaken and im pair d by it. | 


I ſhall begin firſt with the Conſideration of thoſe three 
celebrated Tongues the Hebrew, Greek and Latin; the 
Knowledge. of every one of which is not only difficult 
and. laborious to come at, but the thorough. Attainment 
utterly to be deſpair d of. For if any one ſhould wholly 
apply himſelf to learn the Greek and Roman Languages 
with intent to become a perfect Maſter of them, he 
would much ſooner arrive at the end of his Life than of 
his Task. For the vain Boaſting of thoſe deſerves to be 
laught at rather than confuted, who pretend they can 
write and diſcourſe ſo properly and elegantly in both theſe 
Languages, that if it were poſſible to go back to the 
Times of Antiquity, and that they might have an Oppor- 
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ba faciendi facultas daretar, non ——_— De- 
moſthene vel Cicerone planſus relaturos eſſe confi- 
aant. Modeſtins & verins de hodiernts conatibus 


illi eæiſtimare videntur, qui tloquentifſimos hodie, 


& mitore orationis praeter ceteros inſig nes, tam 
batbards, tam inelegantes prae antiquis eſſe cenſent, 
ut, cum vix milleſimam earum lingharum partem 
int auſecuti, neque vernacnlain dicendi urbanita- 
tem, neque veram pronuntiandi rationem pernoſ- 
cant, digni forent, þ in Areopago, vel pro Koſtris 
os aperire auderent, qui malieram & puerorum 
fibiles explodetentur. Quae cam earum, quae non- 


aum plane conticeſcunt, & quae tam eæpreſſa ſui 


veſtigia reliquerunt, ling uar um ſit conditio, quit 
tam improbut, ut niiqnam Iſrabliticae, plane emor- 
tnae, & qnae praeter #nicum veteris ſermonts mo- 
nu ment um nibil nobis tranſmiſit, cognitionem ſe 
auſecutnrum ſperet ] ſtuitas ergo & manis quicum- 
que His lingnts, ultra prima elementh, à fartae 
dottrinae ſtudinſis labor impenditur, qui namquant 
ad metam artingere, ant attendentibus opere pre- 
trum perſolvere puſſit. Sed demas eo veſawiae ali- 
= progreſſum, ut omnes advleſcentiae aunos in 

nia linguarum commentatione perdere voluerit, 
quid deinde, ubi ad divinae doctrinae meditationem 
acceſſerit, ornamenti, ant ſulſidii adferre ere 
aii tenuem, & ſplendidum magis quam utilem ap- 
paratnm, & quem nullo negutio aliunde mutuari 
poruiſſer * Arehitectos mibi & fabros reſpicite, qui 
ſtupendis operibus & ſubſtrudtionibns in udmiratio- 
ven ingeni & ſollertiae ſpectatores rapiunt, an hi 
guoꝶue tyrotinii, velociter labentis, annos inter eo- 
tam, Yui ſervili opera ferramenta & fabrilia in- 
ftrume nta fabrirantur, ſellas inutiliter conſumunt? 
Immo vers rectu potins ſe ad aediſicundi & archi- 
tectaulli Alſciplinam adplicant, quam cum percepe- 
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ORAT'ITO N. 17 
tunity of ſpeaking at Athens or Rome, they are conhdent 
they ſhould acquit themſelves with as much Applauſe as 
Demoſthenes or Cicero. Thoſe People ſeem to judge of 
our modern Eſſays with more Truth and . Modeſty, who 
are of Opinion that the moſt eloquent of our times, and 


they who ſhine moſt in the Beauty of their Orations, are 
in compariſon of the Ancients ſo barbarous and inelegant, 


that having never attain'd to the thouſandth parth of thoſe 


4 Languages, nor underſtandinging the faſhionable Mode of 


Expreſſion, nor the true way of pronouncing, if they 
ſhould dare to open their Mouths at the Areopagus or the 
Roſtra, they would deſerve to be hiſs d by the Women and 
Children. Which being the caſe of thoſe Languages that 
have not as it were quite dene ſpeaking, and have left be- 
hind them ſuch plain and diſtinct Traces of themſelves, 
who can be ſo wicked as ever to hope for attaining the 
Knowledge of the 1/raeliciſh, which is quite dead; there 
being but one Monument of that ancient Tongue tranſ- 
mitted down to our Times. Therefore all Pains beſtow'd 
upon theſe Languages by Students in Divinity, more than 
juſt knowing the Characters of them, are fooliſh and 
vain, for they can never anſwer the End propos d, nor 
make it worth their while. But granting ſome one 
ſhould be ſo mad as to deſire to throw away the Prime of 
his Life in a long Study of the Languages, when after- | 
wards he comes to apply himſelf to Divinity, what Orna- 
ment or Support can he bring to it from them, but a 
poor thin Dreſs, more ſhewiſh than ſubſtantial, and 
ſuch as he might have borrow'd ſomewhere elſe with- 
out any Trouble? Conſider your Architects and Maſter- 
workmen, who create Admiration in thoſe that behold 
their ſtupendous Works and Buildings; do they waſte 
the ſhort time of their Apprenticeſtips in needleſs Atten- 
dance at the Shops of thoſe,” whoſe ſervile Employment 
is to make Iron Tools of all forts, fit for a Workman's 
Uſe? No: they rather apply themſelves out of hand to the 
C 3 Stu- 
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runt, ex viliorum opificum tabernis neceſſariam arts 
Iuae ſupelleckilem comportaut. Imitemini, divinae 
Japientiae candidati, fabricatorum prudentiam, & 
tempotis, rei pretioſiſſimae, jacturam metuentes, 
adventitiis & rommodatis ex aerumnoſa Gramma- 
ticorum officina copiis wires domeſticas firmate. 
Nee Panico terrore trepidantes dubitate, ubi, peri- 
eulo in literis & linguis facto, in ſarrum ordinem 
rooptandi eritis, quin ſatis ſcientes priſei ſermonis, 
ſatis literati, graviſſimis patrum conſeſſibus exiſti- 
memini, ſi poſt aliquot hebdomadarum meditatio- 
nem, adjumento Lexicorum & Grammaticorum, 
minuti ſi mam ſacri portionem legare & explicare 
vos poſſe oftenderitiss Hoc vero enavigato freto, 
hanc praetervectis Charybdim navem ſubducere, 
& tamquam in tutiſſimo portu, apud lixas & calo- 
nes vernaculos diverſari licebit, qui immenſe & 
redundanti praeconum tarbae uberrima quotidianae 
Joquacitatis pabula, & perennem conc ionandi mate- 
riam ſubminiſtrabum. Nec inutilem modo, ſed 
woxiam in primis eſſe ſaucti ſſimae religioni elabo- 
ratam nimis linguarum peritiam, inter myſtas eff 
exploratum. Quid enim nou audet, quid non com- 
mittit profana Grammaticorum manus ? Syllabas, 
verba, dictiones, uni verſum Orationis ambitum, in 
omnes partes verſare, nulli interpretationi, conſti- 
tutae licet & comprobatae, acquieſcere, jackare alie- 
nam ſtuporem, ſuam perſpicacitatem, qua ſe plus 
videre antiquis, & novam verborum vim primss 
eruiſſe gloriantur, pervulgata Paedagogorum eff 
conſuetudo. In Hebraico codice, unico dubiae & 
in- 
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| Studies of Building and Architecture, which as ſoo s 


J they underſtand, they furniſh themſelves - from the Shops 
of thoſe mean Aﬀtificers with Inſtruments proper for their 


> Biffinefs. Ye Competitors for Divine Wiſdom, imitate” 
© the Diſcretion of Builders, and for fear of lofitg your pre. 
© cious Time, ſtrengthen your own Houſhold ps with 
Forces and Ammunition ready furniſhed, by the laborious 
Shop of the Grammarians. And after having made a little 
* Efay in Learning and the Languages, don't be terrified 
with a fooliſh Panic about your being admitted into Or- 


4 1 ders; for doubt not but the venerable Board of your Exa- 
miners will think you ſufficiently learned and knowing it 


T thi akeient Tongues, if after a few Weeks Preparation by 
tte aſſiſtance of Lexicons and Gtarinimars, you ein ſhaw 
your ſelves able to read and conſtrue a Verſe or two of 
3 Scripture. Now when once you have ſhot this Gulf, and 
2 eſcap'd this dreadful Charybdis, you may anchor your Veſ- 
ſel in a ſafe Harbour; you have only then your Story to 
tell in your Mother Tongue to old Women and Appreti- 
| tices; who will conſtantly ſupply the growing Stock of 

the Clergy with ſufficient Matter for fermonizing, and be 
an everlaſting Audience for Preachers to exerciſe their Lungs 

7 upon. For the Gentlemen of that Functiom have found, 

that a very chborate Skill in Languages is not only uſelefs; 

J dat very prejudicial to our moſt Holy Religion. For what 
is it that the profane Tribe of Grammarians durſt not un- 
dertake: What is it that they dot't actually do? It is a 

: common Thing with theſe pedattic Fdlows, to weigh 
F and turn every Syllable, Word, Sede and even the 

whole Scope of a Diſcourſe; r to acquieſce in any 
1 I Interpretation, tho ever prov'd and eſta- 
> bliſh'd; crying out upon the Stupidity of f ortir,tnd boaſt- 
ins i ng of their own Penetration, by which they pretend to 
= fre ſo much better than the Ancients, and to have been. 
= the Firſt in Diſcovering a new Sigaification of Words, 

1 They poſitively inſiſt upon it, that in the Hebrew Bible, 
f which 
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incertae linguae monumento, plurima eſſe ſine eæ- 9 


emplo vacabula; hominam, animalium, herbarum, 
utenſilium, & neſcio quarum rerum appellationes 
obſcariſſimas, & nemini perſpectat; nullum etiam 
inter ea, . quorum ratio certior eſſe creditur, ver- 
bum. eſſe aut locutionem, quae non probabili diſpu- 
zatione diverſum quid ſigniſicare poſſit, acriter con- 
tendunt. Omnes ad hujus ſepultae & obliteratae 
linguae intelligentiam aditus ita eſſe obſtrudtos & 
impeditos, ut ipſi illi, qui Eſra & primariis Syna- 
gogae antiſtitibus plus ſapere videntur, mterpretes, 
in Iſraelitarum monumentts prae tenebris & cali- 
gine tactu potius quam ſenſu obverſentur. Nihil 
ergo proderit ingenii ad coeleſtia evolantis vires pu- 
erili & inani occupatioue deprimere, quae licet ad- 
fidua & vehement, numquam ad confeſſam & a- 
pertam verborum obſcuriorum & ſententiarum ex- 
plauationem ſtudiaſum perducet. Clamet ergo, & 
contendat impia fere & ſanctae linguae inimica 
Grammaticorum caterva, eadem via in tabulis di- 
winis, & vatum voluminibus mterpretandis eſſe 
incedendum, per quam in Homer: aut Virgilii ver- 
bis exponendis Grammatici diſcipulos ſuos producere 
conſuevernnt : & unicam verum, & qui ſcripto- 
rum mentibus fuit obverſatus, ſenſum eruendi ſu- 
pereſſe rationem, quae ex vera origine & vi verbo- 
rum, linguae olim vigentis ingenio, & uſitata lo- 

endi conſuetudine iuitur : omnia illa ſubſidia in 
dr. linguae meditatione deeſſe nemo infitiari 2 
zeſt. Aliam igitur & lounge uberiorem, ſimulque 


facillimam, divinae mentis explanationem aperi- 
ant & oftendant ſacerdotum ſcholae, quae non ex 
Grammaticorum obſcuris, & controverſis legibus, 
ſed ex comparatione receptae perſuaſionts, & per- 
acqua oraculorum proportione, Dei & ſacratorum 
EA mentem declaralunt. Igneraſſe felici- 
| | zer 
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tan Languaye, there are very many Words but once usdz 
2 which are made to fignify the Names of Men, Animals; 
Herbs, Utenſils; and what not, tho we are all in the dark, 
and utterly ignorant of the true Meaning; and that there 
is not one Word or Expteſſion among thoſè which we 

pretend to know better, which might not by à very a> 

” lowable Criticiſm be made to ſignify quite 4 different 
Thing from what it is ſuppos d to do at preſent. They 
cContend that all the Avenues to the Knowledge of this ob- 
Þ rerated buried Language, are ſo embaraſpd and chest 
up, that thoſe very Interpreters who ſeem to know more 
of the Matter than Ea, and the Elders of the Synagogue; 
may be faid rather to grope their Way than ſee it amon 
> theſe Monumeuts of the Iſraelites; ſo thick is the Dark 


] Advantage to a Genius turn'd for Divinity to clog its afpi- 
ring Vigour with ſo empty and ehildiſn an Employment; 
Wich, be ie ever ſo earneſt and diligent," will never bring 
the Perſon that ſtudies it to an allow's and known Explana- 
tion of the mere obſeure Words and Sentences. Let then 
the wicked and unſanctiſted Crew of Grammarians &y 
out and contend as long as they pleaſe, that the ſaitie 
way ought to be follow'd in interpreting Ser ipture, as itt 
expounding Homer and Virgil; and that the only Method 
of coming at the true Senſe of an Author is to underſtand 
his Language in the full force it bore at the time of his 
> Writing, and the manner of ſpeaking then usd; now e- 
very body muſt own that ſuch Helps are not to be had iff 
learning this Tongue. But the Divinity-Schools thay opem and 
© diſcover to you a much fuller and eaſier way of explaining. 
> the Divine Will; which will declare the Meaning of God 
and the Holy Scriptures, not by the obſcure and contro 
> verted Rules of the Grammarians, but from comparing it 
With the Church eftabliſh'd, and from the very exact Tor= 
reſpondence of the Sacred Oracles themſelyes. They will 
2 tell 
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pita comprobataer religionis. formnlis numquam te- 
merandis conſignata. Nec magit inſtructos ab L, 
raelitarum ſermoue fuiſſe Latinae Eccleſiae anti- 
ſtites, eoſque uullo, aut exigno cum Graecae lin- 
guae uſu, acerrimos veritatis propugnatores exſti- 
tiſſe, & ſubſedio verſae in vernaculum ſermonem 
ſeripturae, diverſa ſentientes feliciſſime refutaſſe. 
Majus quoque & ardentius plebi & mulierculis 
imjectum fuiſſe pietatis ſtudium, cum neglecta ſte- 
rili & ſicca verborum & ſententiarum mterpreta- 
tione, communes & pervulgatae veritates ex qui- 
laſcumque divini ' codicis verbis confirmarentar. 
Videatur hoc prodigio ſimile omnibus, qui his my- 
fterius non ſunt initiati; verum tamen exitu & re- 
bus. deprehenditur,, Academicae juventutis & ple- 
bis doctores, fine exquiſita linguarum intelligentia, 
expeditins & promtins tenebricoſas ſacrorum ora- 
culorum obſcurutates & aenigmata enodare, & ad 
cauſſam ſuam trahere, quam qui omnem in excuti- 
endis & verſandis antiqui ſermonts reliquits aeta- 
tem contriverunt. Sudent, laborent, Rt 
wngues rodant, & caput ſcabaut Grammaiicorum 
C n ſeriptis, quae ex antiquitate ſuperſunt, 
perp exis & ambiguit impalleſcant & tuſeneſcant, 
Vobis, divinorum reſponſorum interpretes, nec modo 
veterauis, ſed qui vix prima elementa didicerunt, 
tironibus,  benignitatem nnmiuis ſentire datur, & 
gratias immortales agere licet, quod tam uberet, 
zam redundantes ſcriptis vatum ſuorum infuderit 
ſenſus, ut 115 in omnes partes. verſatis, quidvis inde 
elfici poſſit. Tentet modo Grammaticus novam & 
ante non intellectam loci alicujus controverſi & 
vexati iuterpretationem, illico ut profano, & irre- 

iti ligtoſo 


ter Hebracorum linguam prima Eccleſiae flerentif» ® 
Sfimae ſecula, quibus fine. ejus ope doctrinae certae © 
dogmata fuere conflituta, & repetitts Conciliis ca- 
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OR LT EN It 
N you that the firſt Ages in which the Church flouriſt'd' 


IH 


were happily ignorant of the Hebrew Tongue; and with- 
out the leaſt, Aſſiſtance from that, had the Senſe of the 


* Doctrine ſettled for them, and the Fundamentals of 
the receiv'd Religion eſtabliſh'd and authoriz'd by Councils 
and Articles, never to be infring'd. That the Fathers of 
"the Latin Church, beſides their want of Hebrew, with little 
or no knowledge of the Greek, became ſtout Champions 
for the Truth, and by the help of the 'Scripture tranſlated- 
into their Mother Tongue; happily confuted-thoſe that dif- 
ſented from them. And that the Women and common 
People were more zealouſly and piouſly diſpos d, when, 
inſtead of a dry and barren Diſſertation upon Words and 
Sentences, the moſt common and ordinary Truths were 
prov' d from almoſt any part of Scripture. This may be 
thought very ſtrange by all thoſe who have not been ini- 
tiated into theſe Myſteries: * but the Event fully ſnewys that 
they, whoſe buſineſs it is to inſtruct our Academical. 
Youth and teach the People; will unravel the obſcure and 
Knotty Points of the Sacred Writings, and make them 
ſerve their purpoſe more expeditiouſly and readily, than 
they who have ſpent all their Days in ſifting and examin- 
ing the remains of ancient Languages. Let the Chiefs a- 
mong the Grammarians ſweat, toil, and fatigue them 
ſelves, bite their Nails, and ſcratch their Heads, wax old 
and wan over the perplext and ambiguous Writings of An- 
tiquity; To you, the Interpreters of the Divine Oracles, 
not only the old Veterans of you, but the young Tiro's 
Who have ſcarce learnt their firſt Rudiments, it is granted 
to feel the Benignity of the Deity, and to render him eter- 
nal Thanks, for having infus'd into you ſuch an abundant 
underſtanding of the Writings of his Prophets, as to be 
able to turn and twiſt them all manner of ways, and 
make them ſpeak what Senſe you pleaſe. Let but a Gram- 
marian attempt a new Interpretation of any Place, tho e- 
ver ſo controyerted and perplex d, he is immediately 
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higioſo dirae & exſecrationes intentantur. Hobi 
vero, Sapient Nmi Epoptac, multiplices & diverſas 
ad minutifſimas ſacrati voluminis partes, & ver- 


Jus conjetturas, fuam vit ad regulas puerilis arti: 


von ſint exactae, neque forte etiam ſeriptoris ani- 


Rum & 


infinuate ; ita temporis, ita laboris, ita impenſarum 
ingens compendium facietis, 


8 dictionibus nos content io moretur? ad res potius 
facta adgrediamur, & quam difficile, quam 


mus. 


QNuicumque ex vero, now venditandae merci: 
gratia, de Hiſtoriarum ſcientia diſputare iuſtituet, 
certis quibuſdam pracceptis viam futurae doctrinae A 
praemunire debet. Nihil ſcilicet fide hiſtorica eſſe dit. s — 
Fallacius, nibil in rebus humanis incertius fateri Jay it do 
Praemoneat nullum nobis, cujuſ- 
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non erubeſcat. 


uumquam iFXgrefcrtent interpretandi fon 
tem & ſcatebram ] quae ad finem rerum conjecto- 
rum ora irrigabit, & iuduſtriam praeconum feliciſ- © 
imo proceſionis augmento acuet & excitabit. Fa- 
celſat ergo omne ſermonis priſci ſtudium, & cum 
tanta diligentia & religione in domeſticas diving * 
oracula trauſierint liuguat, ad eas addiſcendas, or- 
uandas, & augendat, tota mente iuc umbite, coele- 6 
lis ſapientiae candidati, & earum miniſterio in Proving 


#ovae ſemper & admirandae doctrinae theſauros vos 7 | | Learaing 


Text of 
= cording | 
m reſpoudeant, f fi modo conſtitutae non adverſentur with the 


religioni, cumulare fraudi eſſe nequit. O inexhau- 
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Sed quid diutius exilis & moleſta de wocabulis 
to dowr 
uſeleſs, 
iuutile, quam calamitoſum fundo divino fit Git * 
riarum ſtudium, quod per veteris aevi memoria, 
& omnium populorum aunales per vagetur, videa- 


erifling | 


i 8 threatned with Anathemas and Curſes, as the moſt profane 
a; itreligious Wretch: But to you, ye wile Inſpectors of the 
„ Sacred Myſteries, it can never be imputed as fraudulent 
do ſtart a thouſand different Conjectures upon one little 
"wy Text of Scripture; no matter whether they are form d ac- 
i" cording to the childiſh Rules of Criticiſm, or correſpond 
ur with the Author's Meaning, provided they don't make a- 
- gainſt the Religion by Law eſtabliſh'd, O this charming 
1+ © Fountain of Interpretation, ever flowing and never dry! 
2). © which will moiſten the Mouths of Conjecturers to the 
„End of the World, and whet and ſharpen the Induſtry of 
preachers, by ſo happily promoting their Buſineſs. Away 
2. then with all concern and regard for the ancient Languages; 
m and ſince the Divine Oracles have been fo diligently and 
ina 7 religiouſly tranſlated into your own Tongues, apply your 
or- ſelres with all your might, you that are Candidates for this 
le. Heavenly Wiſdom, to the learning, embellſhing, and im- 
„ proving of theſe, and by their aſſiſtance work your Way 
into the Treaſures of this always new and admurable 
v0: Learning. Thus you will finda vaſt Return for the Time, 
am Trouble, and Expence, that you have beſtow'd upon it. 


- 
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But why ſhould we any longer dwell upon this little 
trifling particular of Words and Phraſes? let us rather come 


3 to downright Matter of Fact, and ſee how difficult, how 
= uſeleſs, how deſtructive to the Intereſt of Religion, the 
= ſtudy of Hiſtory is; in that it makes Incurſions into the 
Memoirs of Antiquity, and forages upon the Annals of e- 


= very Nation, ; 


Whoever would make a Diſſertation upon the Know- 


; 1 ledge of Hiſtory with regard to Truth, and not for any 


| * mercenary End, ought to eſtabliſh a Method of what 
ble intends to teach by ſome fix'd Rules. For Example, 
be ſhou'd make no ſcruple of acknowledging that no- 


thing is leſs to be depended upon than Hiſtorical Cre- 


7 dit, nothing in the World more uncertain. He ſhould 


3 lay it down as a neceſſary Caution beforchand, that we 


have 


26 Ker I ©: 
cumque ſeculi vel gentis, ſupereſſe ſcriptorem, eu- 
jus memoria non fuerit infirma, ingenium minime 
omnium doctrinarum capax, prudentia rerum civi- 
liam parum conſummata. Quoſdam amore patriae, 
aut ſacrorum a majoribus traditorum veneratione, 
ablatos, nonnullos factionum ſtudiis, aut credulitate 
4 vero dedudtos.  Multos famae & nominis cupidi- 
tate mirabilia magis, quam vera condidiſſe. Tllos 
mercede conductos, hos animi & voluptatis cauſſa 
ſplendide mentitos; non paucos regiae Majeſtatis 
tur piſſimos aſſentatores, Principum facinera & ſu- 
perbos dominantium mores heroicarum virtutum ſpe- 
cie velaſſe; contra, libertatis & licentiae popularis 
patronos, prae immodico in reges odio, civitatum 
ſuarum faſtos falſis laudationibus vitiaſſe. Fudae- 
orum fabulat, Graecorum levitatem & mendacia, 
Romanorum in praedicanda pietate & juſtitia bello- 
rum, & in dliſſimulandis omnibus, quae turpem 
Principi populo notam inurerent, infamem diligen- 
tiam; denique omnium nationum, aliis ſe priores 
meliores jactantium, ambitionem numquam ſatis 
auditorum oculim & mentibus exponere & denu- 
dare poteſt. Ita ut Hiſtorias qui docet & diſcit, 
ipfis illis, qui olim Pyrrhonis, aut nuper Carteſii 
ſeita probarunt, acrius contendere debeat, de ſingu- 
lis & univerſis, quae narrantur, factis eſſe addu- 
bitandum, donec certis & perſpicuis iudiciis ſe ve- 
ritas producat. Ita imbntos & praeparatos adoleſcen- 
tium ani mos a primis bumani generis. conditoribur, 
per tenebricoſam primum fabularum caliginem, de- 
Anae per ambiguas & dubias regnorum ſucceſſiones, 
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have no Writer extant of any Time or Nation whatever, 
whoſe Memory was not infirm; his Genius by no means 


capable of all Kinds of Learning, and his Knowledge of 


Government and State Affairs far from. compleat. He 
ſhould own that ſome are ſnatch'd away from the Truth 
out of a Love to their Country, or a Veneration for the 
Religion of their Forefathers ; ſome led aſtray by their 
Bigotry to a Party, or their too eaſy Credulity: That ma- 
ny, out of a Deſire of making their Names famous to 
Poſterity, . have affected to give Relations rather wonderful 
than true: That theſe have lied gloriouſly for Pay, thoſe 
for their Pleaſure. only: That not a few, who were 
vile Flatterers of crown'd Heads, have veil'd: the baſe Acti- 
ons and inſolent Behaviour of Tyrants, under the Colour 
of heroic Virtues : And that, on the other fide, the Fa- 
vourers of Liberty and popular Licentiouſneſs, out of 
their immoderate Averſion to Kings, have vitiated the Re- 
cords of their States with undue Commendations. He 
can never ſufficiently expoſe and lay open to the Under- 
ſtandings of his Scholars the Fables of the Fews, the Le- 
vity and Lies of the Greeks, the ſcandalous Affectation of 
the Romans in proclaiming the Piety and Juſtice of their 
Wars, and in concealing every thing that would bring any 
Reproach upon their own Nation; in ſhort, he ſhould 
not forget the Pains that all Countries have taken to be 
thought better of than others. So that he who teaches 
and learns Hiſtory, ought to contend more earneſtly than 
thoſe. who formerly follow'd the Opinions of Pyrrho, or 
ſince of Des Cartes, that one ſhould doubt of all and fin- 
gular the Facts mention d, till the Truth appears by cer- 
tain and clear Evidence. It is the Duty of theſe Maſters 
to lead on the Minds of their Youth, thus ſeaſon'd and 
prepar'd, by gentle cautious Steps down from the original 
Founders of Mankind; - firſt of all thro' the thick Dark- 
neſs of the fabulous Ages; after that, thro* the dubious un- 
certain Succeſſions of Kingdoms, to Records more authen- 
c L D 2 | tic, 
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2 liquidioris fidei monumenta ſuſpenſo & canis | 
FgFradu quidem deducere mag iſtrorum ſunt partes > 


verum non tantum in obſcuris & incertis, ſed in 
auctoritate multoram ſeculorum comprobatis factis 
haerere; ad ſingula, quae ſuſpicioſa videri poſſunt, 


confiftere ; ad minimum quemque ſcrupulum off en- 


dere; & dubitaudi occaſionem injicere; quid, 2 5 


ſo, aliud eſt, quam ubi in divinis annalibus, electae 
@ Deo, & a gentibus ſegregatae nationis ſeriem e- 
wolvere incipient, praemonere ſimul, nom certiore 
fide Ifratlitic: populi, antiquiſſimi omnium, fata, 
guam reliquoram eſe publicis literis thandata ? 
Quid vero futurum, abi Hebracorum annales, qui- 
bus praecipua vobit eſt couſtituenda auctoritas, non 


ſemper cum peregrinorum faſhis amice conſentire 


audiverint? Ubi tnextricabiles illi nod: de Aſſyrio- 
ram, Babylontorum, Medorum & Perſarum domi- 
natione juvenum animos implicnerint? nihil jam di- 
cam de confuſiſſima temporum doctrina, quae a qui- 
buſdam ad Hebracorum, ab aliit ad Graecorum 
computationes exigitur, & tot ſpints & ſentibus 


eſt obſeſſa, ut ſi tota hominis vita in caleulit po- 
wenadrs & ſnbducendis inſumeretur, numquam ratio 


ad liquidum perduci, aut exttns ex labyrintho tam 
ineaplicabili dari pofſit. His jam 4 

biſtoriarum, ſed in primis gravioram do 
Profeſſores publice praedicare ſolent ; plurima ex 
Praejudicatis opintonibus, non Klas, 0 quibus arti- 


fices ſua dogmata enunciare ſolent, verbis eſſe ex- 


preſſa; ſed ſermone populari, quo ſpecie rerum de- 
cepta, aut — abligata multitudo inter 
fe conferre ſolet. Rerum naturalium canſſas, ſolis, 


&& fiderum curſus & motus, & fimilia, non ex de- b 
eretis ſapientum, ſed ex incerta vulgi perſuaſione, 


& fallaci oculorum & ſenſuum fide ſaepe enarrari. 


De Deo, cujas vera vis & natura a nullo intellecta 
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tic, and of a clearer Credit. But then to inſtruct them 
to boggle, not only at obſcure doubtful Facts, but ſuch as 
have paſs d current for many Ages; to ſtop at every thing 
that carries the leaſt Suſpicion with it; to ſtart at every lit- 
tle Scruple; and to give them occaſion for doubting; 

What is this, I pray, when they come to turn over the 
divine Annals, and peruſe the Hiſtory of that Nation 
which was choſen by God, and ſeparated from the Gen- 
tiles, but hinting that the Affairs of the 1/raelizes, that moſt 
ancient People, have been recorded with no greater Fide- 
lity than thoſe of. other Countries ? But what will be the 
caſe, when they come to hear that the Annals of the He- 
brews, upon which we lay ſo great a Streſs, don't always 
correſpond with the Records of other Nations? When 
thoſe inextricable Knots concerning the Government of the 
Aﬀſſyrians, Babylonians, Medes, and Perſians come to emba- 
raſs the Minds of their young Scholars? Not to mention 
the very confus d Account of Time, which by ſome is 
reckon'd according to the Hebrew, by others according to 
the Greek Computation; and is ſurrounded with ſuch a 
buſhy Thicket of Thorns and Briars, that if a Man's 
whole Life were to be ſpent in calculating of it, he could 
never clear the Point, or find a way out of ſo intricate a 
Labyrinth. Add to theſe, what not only the Profeſſors of 


Hiſtory, but of graver Matters more eſpecially, uſe to in- 


culcate ; that many Things are expreſs'd according to pre- 
judicated Opinions, not in the proper Terms of Art, but 
in a vulgar way of ſpeaking, ſuch as the common People 


uſe, who are generally impos d upon by Appearances, or 


blinded by Superſtition : That the Cauſes of natural Things, 
the Motions of the Sun and Stars, and the like, are often 
mention'd, not according. to the, Determinations. of the 
Wiſe and Learned, but after the erroneous Tenets of the 
Vulgar, and the deceitful Information. of our Senſes: That 
we have Ideas given us of God (tho' no Mortal could ever 
yet underſtand his true Nature and Quality) ſuch as be- 
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uit, notiones humanis mentibus & corporibut . ſimi- 


les informari; ejuſque & adminiſtrorum, quorum 
etiam conditio & ingenium nulls eſt exploratum, 
praeſentiam, licet veram & indubitatam, modo ta- 
men noſtrae menti non percipiendo oſtendi. Prae- 


Judicare quidem illam & exemplum dare familiari 


Daemonum inter homines obambulationi, nihilque 
obeſſe, quo minus, imperante Deo, impuri illi ſpi- 
ritus ſe in cognitiones noſtras inſiuuent ; incredibile 
tamen . naturae inter pretibus accidere vide- 
mus, damnatis ad aeternas tenebras & carceres 
Dei & homiunm hoſtibus, majorem ſaepe vim & 


licentiam hamanis actibus interveniendi, quam be- 


atis & laetabili Dei luce & aaſpectu fruentibus 


Geniis, conceſſam. Quniaquid: vero de eo inter ſa- 
pientiae humanae Profeſſores diſceptetur, hoc inter 
omnes, qui antiqua & nova rerum geſtarum monu- 
menta tradtant, conſtare, omnes hiſtoricos, ubi de 
Daemonibus, prodigiis, omiuibus & portentis, quae 


timidae plebis animos concutere ſolent, ſententiam 


fernnt, per veritatis certae ignorationem in maxi- 
ma opinionum inconſtantia verſari. Acutiores, & 
quibus res, aliis temere creditae, ſemper ſuſpicioſae 
videntur, Daemonum ſpecies, larvas & nocturna: 
wmbras, manes ex inferis excitatos, Magorum con- 


jecturas, ſomniorum mterpretamenra, inter plebis 


deliria & aniles fabulas referre; obtuſioris vero in- 
genii, qui omnia fieri poſſe facile & pie credunt, 
quibus nec licet, nec vacat nnamquamque rem eæa- 
minare, non dubitare, quin Daemones, eoramque 
adminiſtri, Magi, augures, conjedtores, baruſpices, 
& ſacrificuli futura, ita volente Deo, habeant ex- 
reins; horumque omninm expre ſſiſſima nobis 

n divinis paginis e xſtent veſtigia. Somnia interpre- 
tandi diſciplinam, ſi non perfectam & certifſimam, 
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long to human Minds and Bodies: And that the Preſerice 
of Him and his miniſtring Spirits (whoſe Condition 

Quality we know as little of) the real and unqueſtion· 
able, is exhibited in a way not to be compre by our 
Reaſon : That this is laid down as a Poſtulaturn, and made. 
a Precedent for the familiar Intercourſe of Dzmons among 
Men; and that there is no Cauſe or Impediment why 
theſe impure Spirits may not, by God's Appointment, in- 
ſinuate and work themſelves into our Hearts. And yet 
it happens to paſs for an incredible Thing with the ſurly 
Interpreters of Nature, that theſe Enemies of God and 
Man, doom'd to eternal Chains and Darkneſs, ſhould often 
be allow'd a greater Power and Liberty of intermedling in 
humane Affairs than the happy Angels, who enjoy the 
bliſsful Light and Preſence of God, But that, how muck 
ſoever the Profeſſors of humane Wiſdom may be Sceptics 
in this Matter, every one that is vers'd in the ancient 
and modern Chronicles muſt allow, that all Hiſtorians 
when they give their Opinions of Dzmons, Prodigies, 
Signs and Wonders, ſuch as uſe to amaze the timorous 
Throng, out of Ignorance of the real Truth, are very 
inconſiſtent in their Notions about them: That the more 
ſharp-{ighted among them, and ſuch as are always apt to 
queſtion-what others as raſhly take upon Truſt, whenever 
they ſpeak of. Devils, Ghoſts 'and Goblins, Spirits rais'd 
from the Dead, Art Magic, and Interpretation of Dreams; 
mention them as Fancies of the People only and old Wives 
Taes: But that thoſe who are not Men of ſuch Penetration, 
who eaſily and piouſly believe that all Things are poſſible, 
who: have neither Leiſure nor Opportunity tor examining 
every Particular, make no queſtion bur that Dzmons and 
their under Officers, Magicians, Soothſayers, Fortune- 
tellers, Wizards and Juglers, by God's bleſſed Will, can 
certainly forctel what will come to paſs hercafter'; And 
that there are Inſtances of every thing of this Kind in ex- 
preſs Paſſ:ges of holy Writ : That the Art of interpreting - 

2 - | Dreams 
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aliquam tamen fuiſſe. Auſpiciorum uſu quidem inter- 
dickum populo Iſraelitico, non vanam tamen eorum 
fidem & auctoritatem diverſis gentibus, adjuvante 
» ſuperſtitionem Daemone, nec intercedente Deo, fu- 
iſe. Fundtas vita animas ope Daemonum cieri & 
evocari poſſe, Samuelis ab inferis excitati exemplo 
manifeſto conſtare. Quae omnia iufirmare & ir- 
ridere, quid, quaeſo, aliud, quam adjuvare impio- 
rum de ſacri voluminis certa auctoritate, & ſcri- 
ptorum ſinceritate & fide, ſuſpiciones? Haec frau- 
dibus ſagarum, vel civili ſollertiae adtribuere, quid 
aliud, quam per ingenii liberioris, & nulli magi- 
ftrorum addicti, cauſſam, ſe juſto alieniorem a fa- 
buloſis narrationibus oftendere.? quid aliud, quam 
mnſcitiam, temeritatem, impudentiam, & in novas 
opiniones, earumque auctores proclivem propenſio- 
nem prodete, nec modo profanis, ſed divinis hiſto- 
riis ſidem abrogare; non argumentis pervulgatas o- 
piniones refutare, ſed ipſam omnino religionem ex 
animit hominum delere? Quid aliud, quam verae 
religionis propugnatoribus omnia arma & tela eri- 
pere, quibus regnum illud vaſtiſimum Daemonum 
ejus ſatellitum evertere fortiſſimi athletae con- 
ſueuerunt? Cui bono & uſui perplexa illa & am- 
bigua oraculorum veterum reſponſa aſtutiae & a- 
varitiae ſacerdotum adſignare, & priucipem Dae- 
monum de throno, quem, Deo permittente, poſuit, 
deturbare? Nonne hoc eſt per inſelicis tenebrarum 
principis latus Deum ſauciare, & dum praedickio- 
nes Pythiarum & conjecturas Chaldatorum & ba- 
riolorum impug nare ſe ſimulant, omnem divinarum 


vaticinationum vim & veracitatem infirmare? O in- 
| o 
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Dreams was in ſome Meaſure known, if not very cer- 
tain and perfect: That the People of 1/rael indeed were 
forbidden the uſe of Divination ; but that, by the Aſſiſt- 
ance of the Devil, who encourag d this Superſtition, and 
the Connivance of God who permitted it, it was of no, 
ſmall Credit and Authority among other Nations: That 
the Example of Sammel, who was calld up from 
the Dead, is a manifeſt Proof that Souls deparred may 
be diſturbd and rais d again by the Power of the Devil 
Now to go to invalidate and ridicule all theſe Things 
what is it elſe, I pray, but to aid and abet the Scepticiſms 
of impious Wretches in relation to-the Authority of the 
boly Bible, and the Truth and Veracity of Scripture ? 
To attribute all this to the Impoſture of Witches or State 
Policy, what is it elſe, but, under a Pretence of Free» 
thinking, to ſhew one's ſelf more averſe to fabulous Ac- 
counts than is decent? What, but to betray one's Igno+ 
rance, Raſhneſs, Impudence, and a 


ſtrong Propenſity to 
* new-fangled Opinions, and the Broachers of them, and 


invalidating the Teſtimony not only of peofane Hiſtory, 
but of facred alfo ; not merely arguing againſt vulgar Er. 
rors, but alſo blotting out all Religion from Men's Minds? 
What is it but diſarming the Defenders of the true Reli; 
gion of all that Artillery and Aramunition- with which the 
doughty Champions are wont to overthrow the wide vaſt 
Empire of the Devil and all his Adherents ? Of what Uſe 
or Advantage can it be to attribute thoſe intricate ambigu- 
ous Reſponſes of the ancient Oracles to the Craft and 
Avarice of Prieſts; and to tumble the Prince of 'the 
Devils from that Throne which, by God's Permiſſion, he 
has founded? Is not this wounding God thro the Sides 
of the unfortunate Prince of Darkneſs? and weakening 
the Truth and Efficacy of the divine ies, while 

they pretend to attack the Predictions of Sibyls, and tha 
Conjectures of Gypſies and * 
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tolerandam omnia infirmandi libidinem! O pernic io- 
fam & exempli metnendi confidentiam! permitti 
forte in dijudicandis Graecorum & Romanorum 


 ambittofis narrationibus ſuperbum faſtidium poſſet, 
fed eaſdem de annalibus ſacris ſuſpiciones juvenum 


mentibus injicere, impium & exſecrandum, Nec 
tamen his finibus omnem hiſtoriarum veterum fidem 
evertentium temeritas conſiſtit; ſed quum odii pu- 
blicr & Eumolpidarum ſaepe metus ſacrorum ſcripto- 
rum obtrectatores cohibeat, omuem impetum ver- 
tunt in venerandos hiſtoriae Eccleſiaſticae condito- 
res, qui coetuum Chriſtianorum diſſidia & conten- 
tiones de doctrinae capitibus literis mandarunt. Non 
folum illis comparare gentium impiarum & exter- 
warum hiftoricos, fed 1deo fere praeferre ſolent, quia 
feroctores & infeſtis magis animis beſtias concurriſ= 
ſe, quam Chriſtianos negant, && nullo diſcrimine aeta- 
tit, dignitatis, aut doctrinae, in conſortes fine exem- 
plo ſaeviiſſe narraut. Annalibus vero Chriſtianis 
dem detrahunt, quia integerrimorum famam ca- 
lummiis & mendacis deformaſſe, & memoriam po- 
Peritati deteſtandam reliquiſſe; nequiſſimorum ve- 
ro, ſed qui vultu rigido & habitu acquifito ſancti- 
tatem mentirs didicerant, ſcelera & importunita- 


tet non modo diſſimulaſſe, ſed ipſos fallaciarum & 


ſcelerum architectos ampliſſimis laudibus elatos, coe- 


bo & Divorum ordinibus adſcriꝑſiſſe, ſe probare 

e arbitrantur. Praeterea in vulgus þ argere 
non erubeſcunt, ſub infami impietatis & 2 
on, ut vocare ſolent, crimine, omnes, qui ſacerdo- 


tum dominationi ſuccedere, eorumque ambitionem, 


crudelitatem, & avaritiam adjuvare nollent, obru- 
e. Reges & principes, omui laude & admiratione 
Praedicandos, ut monſtra, & a Deo generi _ 
& eccleſiae peſtes immiſſas, e quia Epiſ- 
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Iteh of deſiring to invalidate every thing! O preſumption, 


dangerous in it ſelf, and to be dreaded in its Examplet 
Such a ſqueamiſh Niceneſs might perhaps be allow) d in 
criticizing upon the ambitious Performances of the Greeks 
and Romans, but to put ſuch Suſpicions into young Men's 


Heads concerning the ſacred Annals, is impious and execra- 
ble. Nor does the Boldneſs of thoſe who ſubvert the whole 


Credit of ancient Hiſtory ſtop here; but being deterr d 
from queſtioning the ſacred Writings for Fear of the Mob 
.and the Clergy, they vent all their Rage upon the venera- 
ble Compilers of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, who have recorded 
the Quarrels and Contentions . of the ſeveral Aſſemblies 
of Chriftians concerning the Fundamentals of their Do- 
Erin. They are wont not only to ſet them upon a Level 
with the Hiſtorians of other infidel Nations, but generally 
to prefer theſe before them, for averring that no ſavage 
Brutes ever treated one another worſe than the Chriſtians 
have done ; declaring that they were beyond Example 
cruel to their Fellow-Chriſtians, without any Regard to 
their Age, Dignity, or Learning. And then they im- 
peach the Credit of the Chriſtian Annals, becauſe they 
think they can prove that they have blacken'd the Repu- 
tation of Men of the preateſt Integrity with Calum- 
nies and Lies, and left their Memory deteſtable to Poſte- 
rity ; but that they not only have conceal'd the Vices and 
Exorbitances of the worſt of Men, who indeed had learnt 
to counterfeit Religion, and put on a ſanctified Mein and 
Look, but even fainted and extolld with the higheſt En- 
- comiums the very Contrivers of Cheats and Villanies, 
Beſides, they make no Scruple of ſaying publickly that 
theſe Hiſtories have laid all under the infamous Imputation 
. of Herely and Impiety, who refus'd to ſubmit to the Ty- 
ranny of the Clergy, and patronize their Ambition, Cru- 
elty and Avarice: That Kings and Princes, never to be 
mention'd without Praiſe and Admiration, have been re- 
preſented by them as Monſters and Plagues, let 8 


—— 


"ET r 0. 
Foporum & Monachorum cupiditati moduim impo- 
nere ſunt auſi. Parricidas vero, adulteros, gulae 
ventrit mancipia, qui leges divinas & humana: 


conculcarunt, ut 2 la pietatis & omnium vir- 
immenſis praeconiis ornaſſe, 


tutum propeſuiſſe, & 
Juia, oppreſſa populi libertate, & cohibita diuerſum 
ſentiendi libidine, vittatum ordinem divitiis & ho- 


noribus auxerunt, aedes ſacras, & nebulonum re- 


ceptacula regiis vectigalibus inſtruxerunt. Quo non 
dolore commoveri, qua non indignatione irritabiles 
quidem piorum animos, ſed ardore in Dei & eccle- 
ſiae cauſſam rnflammatos, efferveſcere cenſettis, ubi 
uidguid miri, aut inauditi a Tertulliano, Euſebio, 
je 20, Sulpicio, & neſcio quibus, acerrimo propug- 
nandae veritatis ſtudio incenſis viris, memoratur, 


-&rrider: & ladibrio profants eſſe ingemiſcunt ? Quis | 


Parienter ferat, tot veritatis teſtes, qui tyrannorum 
in inermem gregem ſaevientium crudelitatem fati- 
garunt, vel mente motis adnumerari, vel ex faſtis 


_ecclefiae deleri ? Quis Tiberii conſecrandi Chriſtum 


conatus, quis Hadriani templa Servatori excitandt | 


propoſitum, quis Philippt Chriſtianam religionem 
profitentis Pietatem, quis Fulminatricis legionis a. 
pud Deum potentiam, Thebaeae conſtantiam & 
 pertinaciam, belle confictis fabulis accenſeri non 


iraſcatur? ? Quis Conſtantini, uon 1am religionis i in- 
ſtauratorit, quam Senatus infulati locupletatoris, © 


ambitioſam perfidiam, diſſimulationem, parricida- : 


lem furorem, & omnia, quibus Peſſimi tyranni in 


ondlia hominum incurrerunt, facinora in fraudem rei 


Cbriſtianae exquiſitis illos maledickis inſectari; 
Julian 


OX LECT EN - W 
God upon Mankind and the Church, only becauſe they 
were ſo bold as to ſet Bounds to the Greedinefs of Monks 
and Biſhops : But chat Parricides, Adukerers, Sſayes to 


F Glattony and Drunkenneſs, who trampled upon all Laws _ 

F Divine and Humane, have been propos d for Examples of . 
1 Piety, and all Virtues, and embellifh'd with mighty Pane? 
2 gyrics, becauſe they oppreſs d their people's Liberty, and | 


© perſccated thoſe who were of a different Opinion in Re- 
* ligion, in order to augment the Honours and Revenues of 
the Clergy, and royally to endow Religious Houſes to en- 
tertain à parce} of idle Knaves. With what Grief nruſt 
pious good Souls be touch'd, with what Rage muſt their 
55 Indignation, their Zeal for the Cauſe of God and the 
bi Church boi} up and infſame them, when with bitter Groan 
0, they reflect that every miraculous unparalled Incident men 
9 tion d by Terrillinn,: Euſebius, ' Orofies, Sulpichs, and the 
„ reſt of thoſe warm Men who" tickled" fo ily for the 
ji; Truth, is turn'd into Ridicule, and made à Jeſt of by 

7 theſe profane Wretches ? Who can with Patience bear to 
2 3 fee ſo many Witneſſes for the Truth, who baffled . the 
i- 3 Cruelty of Tyrants furiouſly. bent againſt the harmleſs 
i1s Flock, either reckon'd among the Claſs of Madmen, or 
im ſentene d to be expelld the Calendar? Who can chuſe but 

be angry, to have Tiberins his Attempt to get Chi con- 

ſecrated, Adrian's Deſigu of building Temples to the Ser- 
varor, Philip's Piety in profeſſing the Chriſtian Religion, 
P tte Prevalence of the Thundring Legion with God, and 


& de Pirmneſs"and' Conſtancy of the Thebes, all look'd 
ou upon as no better than Romances ? Who can help ſtoma- 


ching that Confixntme ſhou'd be repreſented not fo much 


rie, 27 Supporter of Religion as an Enricher of the mitred Se- 
da- nate; and that, to the great Detriment of the Chriſtian 
7 Cauſe, he ſhould be inveigh'd againſt with the moſt ex- 

gquiſite Reproaches for his ambitious Treachery, Hypo- 


criſy, Cruelty as a Parricide, and guilty of all thoſe vile 
Actions which have rendred the worſt of Tyrants odious 
| | E - 40 
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Jiuliani vero, transfugae & deſertoris, eruditionem, 
clementiam, frugalitatem, patientiam, fortitudi- 
nem, caſtimoniam, & omnes, quibus umquam lau- 
das meruit princeps, virtutes in coelum extollere 


dun ſtomac he tur? Sed quis non exſecretur Hiſtori- 


 araum Profeſſores, qui ipſos Romauae urbis Epiſco- 
pars ſacrilegos illos Pontifices, & juratos Dei 
Chriſti boſtes & adverſarios, uon modo atrociſſi mo- 
rum crimiuum, quibus eos purior Chriſtianoram 
pars reos peregit, abſolvere, , magicarum artium in- 
famiam ipſis detrahere, & pacti cum Daemone, initi 
vanitatem irridere; ſed, quod horrendum ] ipſam 
ex. Pontificalibus faſtis feminam, & parturientem 
Papam eradere non erubeſcunt: Quid eſt ſi haec 
nom praevaricatio, x emendatae religionis 
adverſarits prodere? Sed reſiſto; metuo enim, ft 
ad propiora nobis tempora ſeries me abriperet, ne 
inſanientes illi veritatis, ut ſe vocant, adſertores 
e fabularum expulſores me vebementins conturba- 
rent; & tat uon modo incredibilia, ſed aperte falſa 
& ficta, quibus aliter ſentientium nomina ſunt 
infamata, etiam hodie tradi occlamarent ; & tanto 
factionum ſtudio noſtrorum etiam temporum Prac- 
| ſules ſaepe exardeſcere oftenderent, ut ipſi, qui 
conventibus eorum interfuerunt, AA nec oculis 
nec auribus credendum, nihilque de rebus, quae in- 
ter diverſarum partium praefides & antiſtites ge- 
runtur, certi & iudubitati prodi, me cogerent fa- 
teri. Cavete ergo, ſanctiſimae doctriuae ſtudioſi, 
we obſtinata illa, nulli, uiſi ſub certo & jurato 
teſte, credendi pertinacia & labes, quae jam om- 
wes Hiſtoricorum ſcholas infecit, longius ſerpat ; 
ſed ad vitae ſecuritatem, | ad religionts cuſtodiam, 


ad prietatis incrementum, & in primis ad partes 
Brmandas, & ad ſacri ordinis venerationem atti- 
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to Mankind: And that Julian, a vile Renegado and Apo- 
Rare, ſhould be cried up to the Skies for his Learning; 
Clemency, Frugality, Patience, Fortitude, Chaſtity, and all 
the Virtues that ever Prince deſerved to be commended 
for? But who can forbear co thoſe: Profeſſors of 
Hiſtory, who make no ſcruple of acquitting the Biſhops 
of Rome, thoſe villanous High-Priefts, the ſworn Ene- 
mies and Adverſaries of God and Chriff, not only of the 
horrid Crimes with which the purer part of Chriſtians has 
charg'd them, but clear them of the Scandal of dealing in 
Magic, laugł at the conceit of their entring into a Com- 
pact with the Devil; and, what is even ſhocking, ſtrike 
out of the Catalogue of Pöntiffs the Lady Pope with het 
great Belly? What is foul Pay, if this be not, and betray- 
ing the Intereſt of the Reform'd Religion to it's Enemies? 
But here I ſtop; for I am afraid; if I ſhould purſue my 
Thred down to thoſe Times which: are nearer our own, 
that theſe mad Advocates for Truth (as they affect to call 
themſelves) and Exploders of Fables, would put me into 
a more violent Commotion ; and cry out that not only as 
many incredible Things, but ſuch as ase manifeſtly falſe 
and"tnvented; are evem at this very Time given out to in- 
jure the good Name of thoſe who ha to be of a 
different Opinion: and would ſhew that the Biſhops of our: 
Days often blaze out with ſuch a Spirit of Faction, that 
they who have been preſent at their Debates would oblige 
me to own that henceforward we. muſt not believe our 
Eyes and Ears, and that there is never any certain and 
true Report made of what paſſes between Prelates and 
Dignitaries of different Parties. Take care therefore, you 
that intend to ſtudy Divinty, that this obftinate and in- 
fectious Diſtemper of believing nothing but what is prov'd 
by a ſworn and certain Evidence, which has already ſeiz d 
all the Schools of the Hiſtorians, creep no farther; but 
eſteem it to be for the Quiet and Security of Life, for the 
Safety of Religion, the Increaſe of Piety, and above all for 
E 2 the 


C Z , — EIS. wal 1 nne 
— my +a * N 3 1 148983 
EE \ l OAT F 
8 r oy Tp DANS Wb 


4 OR A T 1 0. 
nere putate, nullam ſcriptoribus ſacratis & eceler 


aſticis  fidem aut audtoritatem deneg are. Immo neratic 
vero, cum illi ipſi, qui Hiſtoriarum ſtudia tanto Defere 
opere & molimme commendant, unicam ex illis And ſi 
ſrilitatem & fructum redire fateantur, ut Hiſto- comm 
ria fit quaſs vitae mag iſtra, quae fugienda & faci- only a 
enda 1 : quid, 22 religionis intereſſe por were 
rerit, verane an incerta prodiderint nobis annalium and w 
gonditores : cum ſuthcere virtutum praecomibus 2 to Rel 
vitioram diſſuaſoribus debeat, ſi ita fieri potuiſſę mitted 
oftendant. Eadem enim ex fabulis & commentitiis Virtue 
warrationibus, quae ex indubitatae fidei monumen- if they 
tis utilitatis redundabit. Majori quogue ardore. in pened 
Pietatis, ſauctitatis, liberalitatis, & miſericordiae contri 
Hudia exarſiſſe olim homines conſtat, quam nunc, doubte 
ubi tam auxie in pulgo credits inquiritur, & quou- burnt 
dam pia fraude 2 religiaſa avio pleraque coufitta 3 Holine 
efſe qapparet. Denique quid refert ex vetuſiate ob: ſuch n 
aletis voluminibus exempla virtutum & ſcelerum nerally 


repetere, cum ſacris oratoribus tngentes dilgentifſi- been 
morum virorum theſauri bodie ad mauum ſint, qui Tricks 
undique flares carpſeruut, & tantam ex veteris of goo 
rectutioris ævi 155 roribus materiam & Hilum N 

congelſerunt, ut inde populo pro conciane in lougiſ- | 

fimum tempus ſatisfiert; & animi vulgare od | gather' 
virtutes imitandas, vel flagitia vitanda iucends paſ- 


dime. boa ak ee 20; raco proce BY ay & 
Profligata jam levi la. & incredula Hiſtorice- ©} and ex, 
rum turba, quam facilt many vextoſae 44 7 4% = or the 


& garrulae loquacitatis patronos diſpergam & di. 
10 Fade ? (uae non tela cuntra lubricae  volubilis ſtorians 
— 1 hnguae jaculatores ex ipſo ſacri Codicis armamen- loquene 
[| zario depromere, quibus a templis & ſacris eos re- may 1 

ellam, liceret ? Fd fs non ipſe doctrinas ſaluti- Sacred 
ferae Conditor, & apertiſimi ejus Comites. & 4 7 to beat 
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O RATIO VN. 4 
the ſtrengthening of your own Intereſt, : and raiſing a Ve- 
neration to your Holy Order, never to refuſe paying all 
Deference and Belief to the Sacred Eccleſiaſtical Writers. 
And ſince theſe very People who take ſuch pains to re- 
commend the Study of Hiſtory, do acknowledge that the 
only advantage to be reap'd by it is, that Hiſtory is as it 
were the Miſtreſs of Life, teaching us what to- follow 
and what to avoid, pray how can it be of any Conſequence 
to Religion, whether the Compilers of Annals have tranſ- 
mitted to us Truth or not? Since they, who preach 
Virtue and diſſuade from Vice, may be very well fatisfied, 


„ I" 


N if they can ſhew that Things might poſſibly have ſo hap- 
F pened : For the very fame Benefit may be had from Fables and 
; contriv'd Stories, as from Monuments of the moſt un- 
a doubted Credit. And it is manifeſt that Men formerly 
- * burnt with a greater Teal in their endeavours after Piety, 
2 Holineſs, Liberality and Mercy, than they. do now 3 when 
ſuch nice Inquiries are made into the Things that are ge- 
nerally believ d, and many of them made appear to have 
- | been formerly contriv'd by pious Frauds and religious 
7 Tricks. In fine, What does it fignifie to fetch Examples 
7 of good or bad Actions from the muſty Records of Anti- 
n gquity, ſince our reverend Preachers may be ſupplied at 
„hand from the Treaſures of very diligent Men, who have 
4 gather'd Flowers from all Parts, and laid up ſuch a Store 
/- 3 and Magazin from both Ancient and Modern Writers, as 
may ſupply the People with Sermons a long long time, 
- and excite all mean Capacities to the Imitation of Virtue, 
e, or the ſhunning of Vice? | 
iſe £ Having thus routed the ſorry unbelieving Crew of Hi- 
lis © 


ſtorians, how eaſily ſhall I ſcatter the Patrons of empty E- 


u- 33 loquence and loquacious Talk? What variety of Weapons 
e- may I not furniſh my ſelf with, from the Armory of the 


Sacred Volume, againſt the Shooters of idle and bitter Words, 
to beat them off from our Temples, and even out of the 
Territories of-the Church? But, if it could be ſuppos'd, that 
the Author of our Salyation, and his honeſt plain Companions® 
E 3 the 
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rr. 
cas Autiſtites, populares, & ah. onus fuco udo: 


F u prodidiſſent, ipſa religionis fmplici- 


tas & ſandtimonia, fatit in doctrina ſua ad per- 


7 rade nduin facultatis, ſatis in argumentis ad con- 


ciliaudos animos Zratiae, ſatis ad agendum Hplen- 


Aeris ſe adferre poſſe admoneret. Quid juuat, ina- 


ui verborum apparatu ſacrs aperta nec recondita 
iuvolvere ? quid lenaciniis linguae ad myſteria po- 
f Pule vulgo jam recluſa auditores adlect are, 7 
ipſa Dei vis, & efficax doctrinae potentia 1 trahit 
& impellit ? ? Quid Elaquentiae & Rhetorum Prae- 
ceptis diuiuos oratores enervare, quibus coeleſtis in 
dicendo ardor robur addit, & demiſſus ex alto ſpi- 
ritus inflammat ? Natura, aliis noverca, huic or- 
dini benigna mater, jam naſceutibus eloquentiam 


iuduit, & abſque ulla exercitatione, modo loqui 


89 
c 


Incipiant, diſertot eſſe jubet. Quae inſavia, quis 
Furor, deſtinatam divino praeconio bent, 
Profanit Aicendi magiſtris furmandam tradere ? 


gut tam arduum, tam longum eloquentiae ſtudium 


eſſe mentiuntur, ut vis zots ſeculo unus eloquent 
evenerit ; neque ex omni temporum memoria prac» 
ter tres quatuorve ſumma direndi laude florentes, 


| Proferre Poſſint, cum tamen nnnſquiſque eorum k 


optimum eſſe oratorem fibi perſnadeat. Quam 4b. 


founm, quam abſurdum ergo deſperatae illorum ju- 


dicio landis gloriam conſectari, & hoc Academicum 
Patium (quod tam laudabili celeritaze tribus, ſum- 
mum quatuor, annis decurritur) inutili labore ideb 
interrumpere, at ne mediocres quidem, aut tolera- 
biles. oratores cenſoribus acerbiſimis Judicentur ? 
lament, 
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O NATION 44 
the Apoſtles, had not always expreſs'd themſelves in à Lan- 
guage ſuited tothe Capacities of the Vulgas, and fie from all 
manger of Art, the very Simplicity, and Sanctity of Religion 
might inform us, that it is of it ſelf ſufficient ta perſuade d ic 
Doctrine, to convince by the force of its Arguments, and to 


8 « * \ + 4 


Ruate by its Light and Efficacy, Of what Uſe can it be to 


- 
» 


= 


wrap and fold up a revealed Religion in an idle dreſy'of 


Words ꝰ to employ the Tongue in ſo mean an Office as to 
procure an Audience to hear Myſteries explain d; when they 
have been long fince diſcover d to the meaneſt of the Peas 
le, whom the very Power of God, and the Energy of the 
Pofrine attract and impel? Why ſhould we.eneryate qur 
Divine, Orators vrith Rules of Eloquence and Rhetori 
when they are ſtrengthen'd in their preaching by a Heaven- 
ly Zeal, and inflam'd by the Spirit ſent down upon them 
from above? Nature, a Stepmother to others, is to this Or- 
der of Men a kind indulgent, Parent: ſhe cloaths them 
with Eloquence as ſoon as they are born, and without any 
Ne them but ſpeak and they are Orators, Mhat 
Folly therefore, what Madneſs is it to * thole of our 
Youth, deſign'd for the Pulpit, into the Hands, of protane 
Lay-Maſters to learn the Art of Speaking? who at the 
fame time pretend that the ſtudy * is {© diffi- 
cult, and will take up ſo much Time, that ſcarce one 
comes to perfection in an Age: Nor can they in the 
whole courſe of Time produce above three or four who 
have been celebrated for maſt accompliſh'd Orators, tho 
every one of them perſuades himſelf that there never was 
a better than He. How abſurd therefore and ridiculous is it, 
to labour in the Purſuit of a Reputation (in the opinion of 
theſe People) ſo impoſſible to be obtain'd, to break the 
Courſe of their Academical Studies (which they may fo hand» 
ſomely run thro in three, or at moſt four Years) fora fruitleſs 
Endeavour; which, when they have done, the cruel Critics 
will not allow them to be indifferent, or ſo much as to- 
lerable Orators? Let the hoarſe Hawkers of Eloquence 
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clament, quantum velint, rauc i facundiae inſtits- 


res, ineptum eſſe & inconcinnum, omnem vitam 
Publicis concionibus deſtinare, neque umquam di. 


cendi leger percepiſſe: opponant nobis artificum ex- 


empla, quorum nemo in collegia artes profitentium) | 


wiſe tyrocinu rudimentis depoſitis, recipitur. Sa- 
crae eloquentiae candidatis hoc praecipui natura, 
quid dico naturam? divina largitur benignitas, ut 
quoties velint, eloquentiam incredibilem exſerere, 
& neglectis benni imae doctrinae praeceptis, non 
tantum plebi admirabiles, ſed regibui & magiſtra- 
zibus terribiles oratores evadere poſſint. Quoties 
non, agitante illo, qui intus eſt, Spiritu eorum cor- 
da & pectora incaleſcere, brachia jactari, manus 
complodi, pulpita feriri, capita rotari, ſpumas in 


ore agi, oculos ardere, corpus & membra contor- | 


queri, & vultut in omnes formas variari ſacrs cum 
horrore ſtupe mus: quis non erectis auribus in com- 
poſitos ad dicendum praecones ocalos intendit, & 
rigido primum vultu lacunaria intuentes, & s 25 
ſermonem evocantes, aut clauſis oculis totot in ſe 
deſcendentes, veneratur * mox robuſtiſſima voce 

templa ſpatiofiffuma implere, modo teneram & fle- 


xibilem, &, in quodcumque torqueant, ſequacem | 


interdum ranciduli quid  balba de nare tenuare : 


frangere & modulari : nunc palato molliter illidere, ; 


aliquando flebili ſuavitate plorabile quid eliguare: 


vonnunq uam jucundo & amabili ſono aures mul- 
cere: ſaepins vero lentiſſima vocis \exilioris pro 

ckione ſe in ani mos inſinuare, obſtupeſcit ? : Ga 
mentis ſuae compos, non Jumul cam pullato 
grege attonari ſe ſentit, ubi varis clamore, cantn, 
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baw] out as long as they pleaſe, that it is abſurd and ridi- 
culaus to devote one's whole Life to haranguing in Public, 
without . underſtanding the Rules of Oratory; let "them 
bring Artizans for Examples, none of whom are made 
free of their reſpective Companies, till they; haye ſerv d 
the Time of their | Apprenticeſhips: Nature, but why do 
I fay Nature? the Divine Benignity confers upon the Can- 
didates for the Gown this Privilege, chat as often as they 
pleaſe they can put forth incredible Eloquence, and, with- 
out Regard to the Rules of that vain Art, acquit them- 
ſelyes in the capacity of Orators, not only to the Amaxa- 
ment of the People, but often to the Terror of Kings and 
Magiſtrates. - Can we, without being. ſtruck, with Sacred 
Horror, behold how, when their Breaſts. are inſpir d with 
inward Zeal and Warmth, they brandiſh their Arms, cuff 
the Pulpit-Cuſhion with their Fiſts, wag their Heads, foara 
at the Mouth, look fierce with their Eyes, writhe their 
Limbs and whole Bady to and fro, and vary their Features 
into all manner of Shapes? Who can forbear attending wi 
Eyes and Ears ta a Preacher, when firſt he compoſes him 

do ſpeak ? Who can behold him without great Veneration, 
When with an earneſt Look he rivets his Eyes to the -Cieling, 
45 if he look d for a ſupply. of Words from Heaven; or 
When he ſhuts them up cloſe, and retires for Information 


to the Cabinet Council of his vn Breaſt? Then preſeant- 


ly, wha can without Aſtoniſhment hear him fill the ſpa- 
cious Dome with his ſtrong Voice; ſometimes mineing and 
twiſting his pliable. Tone to ſuit his preſent Purpoſe; no 
prettily liſping and breaking his Words; now {ueezing 
an affectionate Treble thro his Noſe; one while, ſweetly 
languiſhing. out a daleful Period; then again tickling the 
Ears of his Audience, with a pleaſant merry Strain; bur 
moſt commonly inſinuating. himſelf into their Aﬀedtions 
with a long pathetic Whine? Who can keep his Senſes 
and help ſympabiring with the Gentlemen of the: black 
Robe, when he finds himſelf mov d according to their 
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Netu, riſu, gemitu, tuſſitn, ſcreatu, ſe turbari, t 
in omnes, quas vult Orator, partes verſari experi- 
tur? Naturalia haec, vel ut wverins dicam, coele- 
flia' elognentiae dona, non fiftore vultut aut mem- 
brorum, non praceunte' Phonaſto adſimulata, ſed 


ſua'ſponte nata & nſn anita, aliam dignitatem ec 
cleſiaſticae catheadrae, & religion auctoritatem con- 


ciliant, quam compoſiti illi ad exempla & dictata 5 


Hiſtrionum motns & conformationes membrorum. 
Excitent & inflamment actionum mollitia effuſas 
in omni intemperantia libidizes in ſcena Mimi: 
teneras etiam puerorum, & virginum mentes ad 


turpium amorum meditationem motibus lonicis in- 
cendant 1 ; numeroſa & effeminata orati- 
eſcentes corrumpant Academici declamato- | 
res e arguta & veteratoria loquacitate in perniciem | 
clientium, & ad pervertendos judicum animos ar- 
mentur canſſarum patroni; vos, coeleſtis eloquii 
porentiſſimi oratores, nudam & a Deo commodatam 
eloguentiam ad hominum ſalutem conſervandam, | 
& nefariorum impetus refutandos, fine alicnjus in- 


one ado 


vidia exerrete. © 


Quam gravia A. quam fieſta ex Linguaram, | 


Hiſtoriarum & Eloquentiae meditatione in ſacram 


doctrinam redundent 'incommoda, 'audiviſtis; ſed | 
emma haec ludus & jocus videbuntur, prae letali- 
bus, quae dereſtanda religioni Critica vulnera im- 


ponere non veretur. Haec' tyrannidem adfectant, 
ſuperbiſſimam ſibi adrogat cenſuram, & tribunal 


inſolenter erigit, ad quod omnes, qui ex triſti lite- 


rarum naufragio & ruina, vel _ vel diluce- 
rat evaſerunt, ſcriptores, quaſi nih1i 
obtorto collo rapiuntur. Auſu profane, nullo dele- 


Au, importuna haec dominatrix, injecta ſacris ma- 


ec vVindicits ad. 


an omnia temerat, & polluit. 


ah 


1 paſſi eſſent, | 
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different Tones, _ by _ canting, 8 L 
ling, Gghing, coughing, hawking, and ſpitting, car- 
gel 9 the Preacher pleaſes? Theſe natural, or 
to ſpeak more truly, Heavenly Gifts of Eloquence, not 
form'd by any Maſter of Geſture or Pronunciation, but 
being of a ſpontaneous Birth; and improv'd by Practice, 
procure to the Pulpit and Religion a very different Re- 
ſpect, from what thoſe Motions and Regulations of the 
Body do, which are model'd after the Method and Ex- 
ample of  Stage-players. Let thoſe Jack- puddings with 
their immodeſt way of acting, provoke and raiſe all man- 


ner of looſe Deſires: Let the Dancers with their Riga 


don Airs | inſtill luſcious beaſtly Sentiments of Love in- 
to the tender Hearts of Boys and Girls; Let the Univerſi- 
ty Orators corrupt our Youth with their unmanly harmo- 
nious Eloquence; Let thoſe that follow the Law be pro- 
vided with a ſharp crafty method of Pleading, to the un- 
doing of their Clients, and miſleading rhe Minds of the. 
Judges; You, moſt powerful Utterers of Heavenly Elo- 
quence, unenvied-by all, practiſe and purſue that plain ſim- - 
ple Speech convey'd to you from God, to guard the Salva- 
tion of Mankind and baffle the Attempts of the Wicked. 
You have heard, Gentlemen Academics, what grievous, 
what . deplorable  Inconveniences attend the Profeſſion ot 
Divinity from the ſtudying of Languages, Hiſtory and E- 
loquence : Yet all this will ſeem but a Jeſt, in compariſon 
of thoſe deadly Wounds which the deteſtable Science of 
Critic gives to Religion. This Art, affecting to play the 
Tyrant, with much Pride aſſumes to it ſelf the Right of 
Cenſuring, and inſolently erects a Tribunal to which all 
Authors, who have eſcap'd either whole ot ſhatter'd from 
the miſerable Wreck and Deſolation of Time, as if they had 
not ſuffer'd enough already, are violently dragg d along by 
the Collar. This troubleſome Termagant, with unſancti- 
fied Impudence, lays her Hand upon the holieſt' Things, 
without exception, defiling and profaning all ſhe touches. 
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fertoram, nec Pontificum aut Conciliorum detreti,, 
ner pracjudicatis Prineipum aut Magiſtratunm ſen. 
tentiis cobiberi pPoteſt, quin, prioris ſtatus contro. 
verfia omnibus mota, hunc peregrinitatis reum 4. 
gat, huic, ut dubio parente edito, natales ambigues 
Faciat, illi, licet patrem adſignet, formam tamen 
& habizum fucis & mendis inquinatum eſſe ca- 
lumnierur. Denique omnes, - quotquot ſuperſunt, 
fibros torruptos, deformatos, & imterpolatos canſ- 
ſands, pro libidine ſua addendo, delendo, emendan- 


gerent auctores, foetus ſuos non aguoſcerent. Per 
wes A. me non diceute, cernitis, quam exitioſum 
bor ſaeris codicibus fit opus cenſorium. Quid e- 
nim? doctus Criticus & adſuetut urere & ſecare, 


ſyllabas, waces, dictiones conf odere & ſtila exigere, 
continebitne ille ab integro, & ante hanc haerefim 
natam intaminato, divinge ſapientiae monuumento | 
crudelet ungues? O animadvertendam audaciam 
O ſupplicits aeternis conſtringendam perditorum ho- | 
minum temeritatem * ? Tune, confidentiſſime alien; 
ue vexator, divina Moyſis & vatum, inſpirame 
eo verba & ſententias ſcripta, & invigilante e- 
jus iutegritati diligentiſimo Pontificum collegio, 
conſeruata monnmenta, eodem mentis habitu, ea- 
dem arrogantia, qua Herodoti, qua Livii aut Ta- 
citi pulverulentos & exeſos codices verſabis ? Tu, 
eodem fata omnes premente libros, viliſſimas libra- 
riorum operas, quae Graecorum & Latinorum vo- 
lumina, lucri fludio properata, venalia propone- 
bunt, ſacris Scribis, quorum mannus & calamos non 
| mi- 


tle filth 


O RATION 49 
Nor can ſhe be reſtrain'd by the Defences of ſtrenuous 
Aſſertors, or by the Decrees of Popes and Councils, or by 
Opinions which Princes and Magiſtrates have eſtabliſh'd 3 
but making Inquiry into the original State of every Vo- 
lame, ſhe will impeach one of being interpolated; lay ano- 
ther (becauſe-its Author is queſtionable) under a Sulpicion of 
being Spurious ; and tho perhaps ſhe may allow a third'its 
Father, yet flanderouſly report it to have been much adul- 
terated in its original by Paint and Patches. 
In ſhort, "ſhe ſo harraſſes and torments all the Books that 
remain of Antiquity, by taking the Liberty, under Pretence 
of their being vitiated, mangled or interpolated, to add, 
ſtrike out, and amend juſt as ſhe pleaſes, that the Authors 
themſelves, if they were to come to Life again, wou'd 
not know them to be their Offspring. You fee, Genitle- 
men, of your ſelves, without my telling you, how-deftfu- 
ive this Study is to the ſacred Writings. For why? 
r and ane that has been accuſtom d 
o hack and burn, and treat Books of all Kinds without 
8 with his deadly Pen to ſtab and wound Points, 
Syllables, Words and Sentences ; will he, I Gy, refrain 
his cruel Talons from the Rohn of divine Wiſdom ; 
which till this Hereſy aroſe always ' remain d pure 
and uncorrupted * O intolerable ! Impudence ! O 
damn'd Preſumption, deſerving to be reſtrain'd by eter- 
nal Puniſhments ! Will You, a moſt impertinent Inter- 
medler in other People's Works, handle the divine. Wotds 
and Sentences of Moſes and the Prophets, (written by 
Inſpiration from God, and whoſe Purity is guarded and 
watch'd by the moſt diligent College of Pontiffs,) with 
the ſame Habit of Mind, the fame Arrogance,” as you 
do the duſty worm-eaten Volumes of Herolorms, I 

or Tacitus? Will you compare the vile Labours of Edi- 
tors, who haſtily publiſh'd. (as ſuch indeed is the fate of 
all Books) the Greek and Latin Authors for Sale, for a lit- 
tle fithy Lucre, with the Authors of Scripture ; whoſe 
* Hands 
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ſeriptorum mentes, ne in ulla litera vel vocabulo 
peccarent, comparabis ? Tx, vitio create Cenſor, 
#t omnia labefattes, inſignes meritis & fama viros, 
Jui renatis literis & inſtaurata religione, primi ty- 
pis deſcripta ſacra oracula in vulgus emiſere, in de- 
pravatos codices incidiſſe, & inſinitis mendis macu- 
latas editiones nobis prodidiſſe adfirmabis ? Tu, quo 
major codicum manu exaratorum copia reperiatur, 
& variarum lect᷑ iunum numerus magis creſcat To 
augeatur, eo certins & ſecurins Criticos legitima 
vera verba adſerere, & ſpuria ejicere poſſe, 
contendes ? Quanto ad quietem publicam eccleſiae, 
guanto ad perſuaſionem vulgi ſtabiliendam adcom. 
modatius, fi confidentiae huic modo impoſito, re- 
ceptae ſemel, & probataec per eos, qui in vernac u- 
las linguas verterunt, ſcripturae acquieſcere, omues 
etiam eruditiſſimi $4 e Providendum eſt & 
occurrendum invaleſcenti, & wires jam maximat, 
etiam inter ipſos ſacrarum literaruni doctores, adſe- 
entae peſts; coercenda Criticorum infrenis temeri- 
tan; adrgendus, quicumque ſacris ordinibus initia- 
tur, ſacramento, ut conjuncta cum conſortibus opera 
adulteratores ſacrorum voluminum diris & exſecra- 
tionibus devovere ue pigretur. Munienda ſanctio- 
nibus & poenis in vernaculas transfuſa linguas di- 
vina oracula : videndum omnibus, ſummis, mediit, 
inſimis antiſtitibus, ne res Chriſtiana detrimentum 
capiat. Utinam felix illud, & deſideratum votis 
tempus adfulgeat, quo, ut plebi ſecuritatis exem- 
Plum Praebeatur, nullus inter ſacros interpretes re- 
Periat ur, qui vel Hebraeos, vel Graecos, tot diſcre- 
pantibus 


to previ 
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Hands and Pens divine Providence guided no leſs than their 
Underſtandings, that they ſhould not miſtake in the leaft 
Word or Letter? Baſe recreant Critic, wilt Thou, to un- 
dermine - the Foundation of all, affirm that thoſe truly 
great and deſerving Men, who upon the Revival of Learn- 
ing and Reformation of Religion, were the firſt that had 
the care of printing and publiſhing the ſacred Oracles, met 
with faulty Copies, and handed down to us bad Editions 
full of infinite Miſtakes ? Will You contend that, by how 
much greater plenty of Manuſcripts and number of 'vart- 
ous Readings there is, Critics can ſo much the more fate 
ly and certainly pitch upon the genuin Words and reject 
the ſpurious ? How much better would it be for the 
peace of the Church, and ſettling the Belief of the Peo- 
ple, if a Stop were put to this Licentionſnefs, and all, e- 
ven Men of the greateſt Learning, were commanded to 
acquieſce in the Scripture, as it has been already under» 
ſtood and approv'd of by thoſe who have tragflated it in- 
to. their. Mother Tongues. There ought to be Care taken 
to prevent this growing Peſtilence, which has increas d to 
ſo great a. Head even among the Doctors of Divinity 
themſelves: The unbrided Preſumption of ' Critics 
ought to be reſtrain d: Every one who · is initiated into 
holy Orders ought to be o ge by an Oath to be always 
ready in Conjunction with reſt of his Fraternity to 
curſe and excommunicate theſe Adulterers of the ſacred 
Writings.. The Divine Oracles, as they are tranſlated into 
the ſeveral Languages of reſpective Countries, ought to be 
ſecur d with Sanctions and Penalties: The Clergy of all 
Orders and Degrees, whether Archbiſnops, Biſhops, Prieſts 


or Deacons, ought to look out ſharp that the Chriſtian 


State may receive no Detriment. I wiſh that happy and 
long deſir'd Time were come, in which, as an Earneſt 
of the . Church's Peace, there could not be one Preacher 
of the Goſpel found who- would vouchſafe to handle or 
look into the Hebrew and Greek Copies, mangled with fo 
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antibus lectiuuibhas deformatos, codices reſpicere aut 
tractare dignetur : ſed, ut ſtreuue jam facere coe- 


perunt, omnes ita domeſticis commentatoribus & 


zurerpretibas adbaereant & adqaieſcant, ut nullns 
peſt hac depravandae dodtrinae ex Criticorum anda- 
cia metus ſuboriatur. | | 
Fatit multa jam mihi, & mma fortaſſe vobit, 
feciſſe uerba de labe ¶ꝙ contagione literarum baæma- 
niorum videri poſſem, nift plurimos inter dir endum 
capita contuliſſe & admurmuraſſe animadvertiſſem, 
| fortaſſe me neſcio quid omiſiſſe indi gnabunt ur: 
lic et optimas ſectae meae og me proflegaſſe 
& evertiſſe gandeant, aliquid tamen ex peftifera 
tate, magit noxium I calamitoſum, ad oti- 
ofi temporis oblect᷑ationem integram michi reſervaſſe 


 ſuſpicabuntxr. Nullam ſailicet Poetices à me in 


ret euſioue m ar tium ratiouem eſſe hab 
tam: quam ideo me forte ſilentio praeternſſe alter 
Alieri 2 quia, cum aliarum diſciplimur 
meas partium laudes uumquam erim adſeque, 
deterritns laboris GW —— Lf ata, me * 
maltis ad carmines facilitatem contulerim. Sed, ur 
ueram fatear, A. hanc in artes, mibi olim miruabi- 
liter adamatas, orationem molients, idem cveniſſe, 
omnibus, qui Po tices illecebrim & ſmavitate 

in autur, evenire ſolet, deprebendi; Ner mn, 
licet omnia facerem, & juventutis ille calur defi- 
ciens ſaniora ſuaderet, amabilem illum inſanian 
odiſſe aut relinquere poſſe, ſum expertns. Utinam 
graver illum & moleſium, ne appellant, Deum 
pedtore neo excutere, Utinam ex auimi ſententia 
& Fee oratione, vobis, quotquot adeſtis, Potrac 
& Poctaſtri, per re liceret, nibil ſbultins, ni 


4, 3 


bil & commumi bominis ſenſu alienint eſſe verfefica- 
Sed cum iuſanabilis the per mniam homi- 
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many different 3 W e "gl * bear- 
tily begun, would all ſo acquieſce in and adhere to; the 
Commentators and Expoſitors of their own Countries, as 
never hereafter to fear their Doctrine _ be nen by 
the Impudence of the Critics... © 

I might very well be thought by this time to have ad 
enough upon my own Account, and too much for your Pa: 
tience, concerning the Miſchiefs and ill Tendency of Humane 
Learning; if I had not taken notice that a great many, 
while I was ſpeaking, laid their Heads together in a kind of 
diſſatisfied Whiſper; who are diſguſted perhaps that I have 
omitted ſomething; : And, tho? they are very well pleas d that 
I have routed and overthrown the Principal Branches of 
my Profeſſion, are jealous of my having given Quarter to 
ſome more dangerous deſtructive Partizan of this plaguy 
Humanity, and reſerv'd it for my-own private Pleaſures 
Particularly that I have left Poetry out of my Liſt of con: 
demn d Sciences; which perchance they whiſper to each 
other that I have paſs d over in Silence upon this Account, 
becauſe having been diſcourag d by the Difficulty of the 
thing trom attempting to make a Figure in any other 
Branch of my Profeſſion, I fell in with the general Hus 
mour of the Age, and applied my ſelf to Poetry. But to 
ſpeak the Truth, Gentlemen, as I was making this Ora- 
tion upon thoſe Arts which 1 formerly ſo dearly lov'd, I. 
found my {elf in the ſame Condition with all thoſe w -O 
are bewitch'd with the Charms of Poetry; and that it 
was not in my Power, do all I could, to hate or forſake 
the agreeable Deluſion; tho the Heat of «Youth being 
now. abated gave me better Advice. I wiſh I could ſhake 
that mighty, that importunate God, as they call him, from 
my Breaſt! I wiſh my Inclinations and my Oratory 
might ſo far ſucceed, as to convince. every Poet and 
Poetaſter here, that there is nothing more fooliſh, nothing 
farther from common Senſe and Reaſon than to be a Ver- 
ſiſier. But ſince that incurable Diſtemper has ſpread it 
F 3 {cif 
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ru ordiuat, artates, & ſeæus ita pervaſerit mor- 


Luc, us ſacilius oleri nigro, quam bomtimi oc urrat, 
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gui nom aliquamdo dementi am ſæam in verfibus faci- 
eudis declaraterit ; & cam is primes hoc inſaniac 
genere venerabilis autiſtitum oras ita anteccilat, at 
Pera ab illit, quam ab univerſo hominum genere, 
72 numer entur car mina; aid inbumamias, quid 
lurius, quan banc 4 me mibi & illis volaptatem 
extorquers ?. Noceat licet morum integritats, cor- 
rampat vitae ſandtitatem, augeat 4 natura iuſitam 
Eugendi & mentiendi libidinem petulans poctici in- 
enii luxuries ; capiant furioſi vates ſupra modum 
Hadem loguends conſuetudinem; dediſeant mor- 
tales humane loqui & cogitare : relinquatur tamen 
viri⸗ 2 S ſeveris, 1 ſe a vine & comiſſa- 
#10nibus, ab alea & omni ludicrorum genere, tam- 
guam 4a nefaria te mporis jactura ſegregarunt, hace 
nuica otioſi —— oblectatio. . voc ent 
furtiuam, quibus of vena malignior, venenum, 
guod ſe tacite 2 occulte per omnes vitae & mune- 
ris partes di ſfundat; non invideamns tamom ſacris 
oratorihus, quos a liberae eloguentiae lenociuiis ex- 
alaſimus, hanc unicam fat adimirationem commo- 


wvendi facilttatem. Conſueta & contrita plebejo u. 


ſu vocabula in pueroram praeceptoribus; commu- 


nem dicendi normam in lectoribas & cantoribns ; 
en pracſeripto recitands ſententias vulguti ſimas far 
cilitatem in aegrotorum & miſerorum conſolatori- 
bus, laudemus. In iufantibus, mulieribus & tdi» 
otis, ab mmi Podticae laeritiae ſonſu alienis, quoti- 
dianas & rertit conceptas verbis precandi formulas, 
quac, ad faſtidium aſque & ſatietatem repetitae, 
ad patrem noſtrum in coelo temere ejiciuutur, tole- 
renus. Vos, Deorum ex ſanguine generati Pot- 
tus, quos arrea coelo connectit catena, & a limoſa 

; | terra 
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ſelf among People of all Ranks, Ages and Sexes in ſuch 
# Degree; chat you may ſooner meet with a black Sovan, 
than a Man who has not at ſome time or other expos'd 
himteif in Verſe; and fince-the very Reverend the Clergy 
have diſtinguiſtid themſelves: in this Liſt. in fo extraordi- 
nary a manger; that they may be reckan'd\ the Authors of 
more Poems than all the reſt of the World pur. together, 
what wou'd be more hard and inhuman. than for me to 
rob my ſeif and them of ſo much Pleaſure? For: the? the 
wanton Sallies of Poetic Wir may hurt the Integriry of 
our Morals, debauch the Purity of our Lives, improve 
our natural Propenſity to Fiction and Lying; tho enthu- 
ſiaſtie Poets may accuſtom themſelves to a way of ſpeak- 
ing out of all Reaſon and Belief; tho? it may make Pe- 
ple forget to think and talk like Men; yet let this only 
Amuſement of their leifure Hours be allowed to Perſons of 
2 grave auſtere Life, fince they deny themſelves the Liber- 
ty of drinking, feaſting and goſſiping, and ſrorn to throw 
away their precious Time veith a Die or ſtake their Repu- 
tation at any Game. Let thoſe, whoſe ill Nature prompts 
them, call ir a flattering and ſubtle Poiſon which inſenſi - 
bly diffaſes it felf thro! the whole: Buſineſt and Tenor of 
Life; yet let us not grudge our ſacred Oratots, efpecially 
fince we have debar d them the Charms of polite Elo- 
quence, this onty eafy way of gaining a little Applauſe. 
Let us think it tigin in Preceptors to teach their Boys the 
moſt cuſtomary common Expreſſions; in thoſe that viſit 
the Sick, and comfort the afflicted, to be ready in quoting 
ordinary Sentences; and for People in the common At- 
fairs of Life to uſe plain Senſe, and ſpeak ſo as moſteafily 
do be underſtood; In Children, Womem and Ideots, who have 
not the leaſt taſte of Poetry, we may bear wirlt the Forms 
and daily dry Repetitions with which they importunt u- 
Father which is in Heaven, enough to make one ſoath and 
nauſeate Devotion. Vou, beavenly-born Poets, linkt by 
2 golden Chain to the azure Manſions of the Gods, who 
| | are 
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enuarum remigio ſublimes 
rapit Picrium &. aeſtrum, allegetis po- 
ting ampliſima verborum dignitate comme ndabiles 
pretes & vota, ad tremendam numinis inacceſſi 
-majeſtatem, ad terribilem agminum & exercituum 
Deum, qui lucem mortalibus non adeundam habi- 
tat; qui in excelſiſſimis coeli palatiis domicilio col- 
locato, nubibus voluc ribus & uimboſit, ut ſolo in- 
-ambalaz, illiſque ut curru triumphali, per aëra in- 
vectut, eiſdem ut magnifica & ſplendenti veſte a- 
micitur; Qui caput lumine, cujus adſpectum nemo 
ſuſtinere poteſt, radiatum, velut flammanti diade- 
mate circumdat. Qui regalem & coruſcantem thro- 
num poſuit in ſupremis coeli tabulatis, pedibus vero 
terrut ut ſcabello innititur, & ſolo ingredient ca- 
put inter nubila abſcoudit. Cujus ſolium centies 
- millzes centena millia ſatellitum, & innumerabilis 
miniſtrorum frequentia 42 Cajus gloriam pi- 
ceae noctis deuſiſſima caligo, & rutilantis diei luci- 
4 mus ſplendor, ſiderum & ſtellarum exſultantes 
-chort, miriſico concentu enuntiant & enarrant. Cu- 
jus borriſona voce coelum, terra & maria concuti- 
unt ur & tremiſcunt. Ex cujus igniuomo ore flam- 
mae omnia devorantes emicant. Ad cujus denique 
tonitrua montes ſubſidunt & eliqueſcunt.. Hunc- 
cine ego animae humillimae & ad terram ſemper 
* adfixae ſubitum in altiſſima volatum leprimerem, 
- gui toties ad Poctat dithyrambicos me adgregare 
-ftaxdens, vertice ſublimi ſidera pulſare ache 12 
Hanc in precando pompam & magnificentiam Poc- 
ticam gravarer, qui ſaepiſſime inter tot ſonora Dei 
.cognomina, & cumulatos, quot neque in Orgiis 
Baccho Maenades inclamabant, titulos, tanto hor- 
rore r s obſluput, ut omni ſenſu orbatus, quid 
deinde reliqua precatio, non minore ſpiritu eructa- 
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ae hurried aloft” from the dampy Ground on your breezy 
Wings toward the Etherial Fires by a Pierian and à Pha- 
bean Rage, you will rather adopt Prayers and Addreſſes 
recommended in a glorious Pomp of Words, To the tre- 
mendous Majeſty of the inacceſſible Deity, To the terrible 
Lord God of Hoſts, who inhabits the Light not to be ap- 
proach'd by Mortals z Who having his Dwelling-place in 
the higheſt Palaces of Heaven, walks upon the tempeſtuous 
flying Clouds as upon the Ground, and riding upon the 
fame thro' the Air as in a Triumphal Chariot, is likewiſe 
coath'd' with them as with a glorious ſhiningRobe; Who 
crowns his Head with radiant Light as with a flaming 
Diadem, ſo that no Creature is able to behold: it; Who 
has plac'd his regal dazling Throne upon the higheſt. Beams 
of Heaven, but treads on the Earth with his Feet as on a 
Footſtool, and walking upon the Ground hides his Head 
among the Clouds; Nous about whoſe Throne are a 
hundred thouſand times a hundred · thouſand Hoſts, and an 
innurnerable Attendance of miniſtring Spirits; Whoſe 
Glory the moſt thick Darkneſs of pitchy Ni and 


the 
moſt bright Splendor of the lightium Day, the joyful 
lig | 


Choirs of Sun, Moon and Stars, do tell forth and 

in a wonderful Concert; At whoſe dreadful Voice, Hea- 
yen, Earth and Seas quake and tremble ; From: whoſe 
fiery Mouth all- devouring Flames are darted forth; And 
at whoſe Thundrings the Mountains fink down and. melt. 
Should I then damp and repreſs this ſudden ring: light 
of the poor earthly groveling Soul ? I? who, fo often 
endeavburing to herd with the Pindaric Throng, have” 
aſpir d to ſtrike the Stars with my lofty Head. Should. I 


be for aboliſhing this Poetic Pomp and 


Magnificence in 

Prayer? I? who at the rumbling Epithets ol God, and 
Titles more accumulated than the drunken Manades ver 
applied in their Orgies to Bacchus, have been oſten firuck 
with ſuch Awe as has made me quite ſenſeleſs, and in- 
capable of underſtanding what the remaining part of the 
ih Prayer, 


8 
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ta, a Deo tam horrifico contenderet, plane non in- 
telligerem: Egone his deliciis a puero infatuatus, 
in Poctico buccinatore voces nova forma percuſſas, 
E ſeſquipedalem in modum ita extenſas, ut vel u- 
ua autem implere poſſit, reprobarem? Egone in- 
nutritus figuris, & tralationibus audaciſſimis, 4 


ö ee ere praecone nou omnem verborum 
vt 


litatem & ſententiarum humilitatem ad plebem 
delegarem * Immo vero ego adhuc in Homer, Vir- 
"gil & Naſonis mei elegantiis haerens, & circa 
verborum corticem oberrans, a divints vatum inter- 
" pretibus diſcere dedignarer, qua via &ratione in 
* abaita & qbſcondita ſub vocabulis myſteria pene- 
" trarem ? Quis enim noſtrum, qui fine ulla religiong 


Poctat tractare ſolemus, . potuiſ- 


"ſet, niſi poetici divinae doctrinae antiſtites praeiviſ- 
ſent, longe alia fuſe Trojanae & Romanae urbis 
Fata, quam vel vulgns ex commentitius & abſurdis 
" fabulis, vel doctiſimi interpretes ex Heraclidae 
 Allegoriis, wel Fulgentii Caine Virgiliana 
ibi finxernt ? yy adfirmare umquam auſus fuiſ- 
"Jet, . Irueliticag & Chriſtianae ecclefiae imaginem, 


ade, Odyſſea & Aeneide adumbrari? Quit, niſi 


Fraviſſimi omnium temporum Praeſules praemon- 
ſtraſſent, in animum inducere ſuſtinuiſſet, Virgi- 
liam in divina illa Echoga quarta, ſub Salonini no- 
mine, Chriſti natales, 25 temporis beati reparatio- 
"mem praecinuiſſe ? Quis Ovidium in elaborata illa, 
omnibus coloribus expreſſa aurei ſeculi tabula, 
depinxiſſe principis humani generis Adami integri- 
atem & excellentiam ? Perpetuum illud & acter- 
num ver, pulcbherrimam in viridario coeleſti ſem- 
per florentis innocentiae eſſe effigiem ; cujus ſpa- 
tium cum Fupiter, labente in deterius homie, con- 
"#raxerit, & annum in quaruor. tempeſtates deſcri- 
eri, quatuor ſimul omnium, quibus duraturus 


248 
— 


44 $87 1 0 6426 94 4 4 


Prayer, b 
fo rerrifyir 
theſe Deli, 
with the 
which are 
of them 

taphor v 
when l fit 
low Stile 
the vulga 
with the 
lye fumbl 
diſdain to 
phets the 

ceal'd un 
a2 us'd t 
ſome Poe 
ever have 
were qui 
fancied fi 
learned C 
or Fulgen 
have dar 
Church \ 
Who, un 
it out, - © 
that divi 
Saloninus, 
of that bl 
where in 
had deſc: 
Author o 
Spring v 
cence in 
Man's fa 
the Year 


— 


Oo RAT TO N. A 


Prayer, belcht out in the fame Spirit, intended to ak of 
fo rerrifying a God. Should I, who. have been mad after 
theſe Delights from my Childhood, pretend to find fault 
with the entertaining Strains of a Poetic Trumpeter, 
which are warbled out in ſo lengthen'd a Note, that one 
of them can fill the Ear? Should I, who ſuckt in Me- 
taphor with my Milk, and ſtudied bold Tranſitions 
when I fitſt learnt to walk, be againſt baniſhing the humble 
low Stile from the ſublime Preacher, and confining . it to 
the vulgar Laity ? Nay but. ſhould I, charm'd as I am 
with the Elegancies of Homer, Virgil, or my dear Ovid, 
lye fumbling with the Beauties of their Expreſſions, and 
diſdain to learn from the divine Interpreters of the Pro- 
phets the way to penetrate into the private Myſteries con- 
ceal'd under thoſe Expreſſions ? For which of us, Who 
a2 us d to handle the Poets without any Religion, unleſs 
ſome Poetical Divines had broken the Way Fol us, could 
ever have ſuſpected that the Deſtinies of Troy and Rome 
were quite other Things than what ordinary People have 
fancied from' the abſurd filly Fables of them, or the moſt 
earned Commentators from the Allegories of Heraclides | 
or Fulgentius's Continentia Virgiliaua, Who would ever 
have dar'd to aver that a Type of the Fewiſh and Chriſtian 
Church were ſhadow'd under the Nad, Ody/ſe Mee, and Zneid? 
Who, unleſs the graveſt Prelates that ever liv'd had pointed 
it out, could have taken it into his Head, that Vi Virgil, in 
that divine Poem his fourth Eclogue, under the name of 
Saloninus, had foretold the Birth of Chriſt, and the Approach 
of that bleſſed Time? Or that Ovid, in that elaborate Piece, 
where in ſuch fine colouring he paints the golden Age, 
had deſcrib'd the Integrity and Excellence of Alam the 
Author of Mankind? That the perpetual and uninterrupted 
Spring was a Repreſentation of the ever blooming Inno- 
cence in Paradiſe ;* whoſe Space when Jupiter, upon 
Man's falling into Wickedneſs, had ſhorten'd, and divided 
the Year into four Seaſons, that they preſignified the four 
Stages 
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nne felicitatis florem'; Aeſtatem ini proximam, 
inflammatum K 2 & 2 
| ; Antamuum, maturitatem plenam, per 
frugiferum Servateris adventum, ubertatem; - 
mem denique ultima illa, quae nunc uivimus, tem- 
ora, quibus omnia pictatis & ſandtitatis ſtudia 
Et 3 conglaciant, defignare:. Jovem in terras 
delupſum, ipſam exprimere Dei tremendi praeſen- 
nam, qua Lycaonem, Cainum natum feritate par- 
ricidam, ejuſe ue ſequaces, lupos werius quam homi- 
vet, Ag ſuppliciis adſecit; vel potins, quia ſub 
bumana imagine terras luſtraſſe canitur, eſſe veriſ- 


mam Chriſti. fignram, qui inbeſpita Inporum, id 


N, ipſo interprete, Pbariſacorum & Seribarum 
tea ſubierit. In Deucalione Noachum, in Apol- 
line, mundi oculo, omuia illuſtraute, & ſerpentem 
immaue m, ' oracula. divina obſidentem, telis confici- 
ente, praenuntiari ſolem TJaſtitide 'Chriſtum, lucem 
omnibus ogy ſalutarem, medicum ſi mul deſpe- 
ratae ſalutis haminum, & ſili adverſantium per- 
Alitorem; qui antiquum illum auguem, Daemouum 
| 8 telis juſtitiae & verbi ſui interemit. 

In tripode Chriſti corpus, humanam naturam, & 
Avinam potenti am; in cithara, . quae chordis ten- 
dirur, ner vos Chriſti in cruce expuanſos, quibus tri- 
| 55 damnati mortales exhilarantur, latere. 
Totam denique, ne fingula evolvam, Metamorpbo- 
Jeon ſeriem eſſe manijeſtam praeteriti & futuri 
Zemporis deſignationem ; & longe aliud quid, quam 
literae & verba indicant, notare ; & in Naſonis 
non minus, quam in Cajaphae mentem vatic inandi 

vim ſe infuuuaſſe. 0 incredibilem acaminis Poetic 


vim! O flupendam veri per tot umbras 6&5 nebu- 
las perſpperentiam O ine æhanſtam ingeniis * 
ä is 


nificaſſe. . Ver 
jam imminatum, breven illum & caducum huma- 
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Stages of Time which the World is to laſt. That the 
Spring, as it was reducd, ſhew'd the ſhortliv'd fading 
Flower of human Happineſs in the Garden; The Summer, 
which is next to it, that hot raging Luſt by which Men 
were inflam' d to all manner of wicked inordinate Deſires; 
Autumn, the plentiful Harveſt and fruitful Vintage occa - 
fion'd by the ſeaſonable coming of our Saviour; And laſtly 
Winter, theſe latter Days in which we live, wherein all 
affections of Piety and Holineſs are quite cold and frozen, 
That Fupiter's coming down upon Earth, paints out che 
very Preſence of the tremendous God when he executed 
condign puniſhment upon that Lyenon, Cain the Parricide 
and his Aﬀociates, more truly Wolves than Men; or ra- 

ther, becauſe he is ſang to have travel'd over the Earth in 

' BÞ the Form of a Man, that it is-a moſt true repreſentation 

of Chriſt, who went under the inhoſpitable Roofs of thoſe 
Wolves, as he himlf calld them, the Scribes and Phari- ' 
ſees. That Noah is couch'd under Deuralion; and that in F 

| Apollo, the Eye of the World, who gives Light to all 

| Things, and flew the vaſt Serpent that lay before the N- | 

| vine Oracles, Chriſt the Sun of Righteouſneſs is foretold, | | 

| that ſaving Light to all Nations, both a Phyſician to rhe g 

„ dclperate Cafe of Mankind, and a Deſtroyer of all that op 1 

8 poſe him; who with the Weapons of Righteouſneſs and 

his Word flew that old Serpent, the Prince of the Devils. 

That by the Tripos are ſignified the Body. of Chriſt, his 

human Nature and Divine Power; by the Harp, which is 

ſtrung with Strings, the Sinews of Chriſt ſtrain d upon the 

Croſs, by which poor damn'd Souls are made merry. In | 

ſhort, not to mention any more, that the whole Series of | 

the Metamorphoſes is a manifeſt Reſemblance of the Time | 
paſt and to come; and ſignifies quite another Thing than 
the Letters add Words imply; and that Ovid was taken 
with as great a Fit of Propheſying as Caiaphas, O in- 
credible Force of a Poetic Sight! O amazing Diſcovery of 

5 the Truth, thro' fo many Clouds and Shadows! O inex- 

| G hauſtible 
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dis materiem] quae in minutiſſima ſacrorum va- 


tum carmina immenſae molis & ponderis commen- 
tarios nobis quotidie producet. Tene ego ſacris con- 
cionibus ejectam, tene ego ad otioſos Tf nugaces 
verſificatores relegatam vellem? Immo vero, cum 
zam benignam te mihi, tam facilem hodie te, diva 
Peclis, omnibus praebeas, ita precor, ita voveo, ut 
Aulciſſima inſaniae tuae omnibus in Academiis, tem- 


| Plis, concionibns, coetibus, libris & ſermonibus ve- 


fligia impreſſa relinquere ne defiſtas. 


Sed mittendos tandem majorum gentium Docto- 
res, tempus, quod prae furore nibil ſentienti fere 
Muxit, admonet; & ſatis jam mibi divinos vate: 
Propitiatos, aeternamque me ab Antiſtitibus, quod 
zam liberali auimo meas ipſe damnaverim & eju- 
rauerim artes, gratiam iuiiſſe confido. Major mi- 
#1: juſtior a conſeriptis Juris prudentium Patri- 
bus metus injicitur : non enim ea docilitate, qua 
Aivini juris interpretes celebrantur, bhumanarum 


legum ſequeſtros cenſeri novi. R etiam 


anter illos teuere non ignoro, qui praefracte & per- 
vicaciter, omnia humanitatis ſtudia juris ſcientiae 
iudiſſolubili nexn ſocianda eſſe, pertendunt; nec ja- 
cile hoc Palladium, aut Diomedea vi, aut Ulixeo 
dolo ſibi eripi patientur. Immo familiam inter eos 
ducere ſcio, qui non modo hiſtoriae veterit lumine 
obſcuras legum latebras ſemper eſſe illuſtrandas, ſed 
ipſum juris Romani ſtudium (en quo pervenimus |) 
nobiliſſimam antiquae hiſtoriae partem eſſe diſcipn- 
lis perſuadere conantur, Quos neque Papiniani a 


uitas, neque Ulpiani auctoritas, neque ipſius Juſti- 


niani, glorigſilſimi imperatoris, majeſtas deterret, 


nut a ſacratiſſimo 5 ax codice Criticas manus ab- 


ſtineant; qui in ſragulis literis, verbis, & inter- 
gunctionibus dies nocteſque habitantes, ſua opera 
omnes 


ORATION 6 
hauſtible Fund for i ing of Ingenuity! which will 
every S weighty and ſignificant Obſerva- 
tions upon the moſt trivial Writings of the Holy Poets. 
Should I go to baniſh Thee from Sacred Sermons, ' and 
confine Thee to idle trifling Rhimers? Vea rather, fince 
Thou, Goddeſs Poetry, haſt been ſo kind to me, and art 
ſtill fo indulgent and eaſy. to every Body, I make it my 
Prayer, my Wiſh, that Thou wouldſt never ceaſe to leave 
the dear Impreſſions of thy Enthuſiaſm in all the Univer- 
ſities, Churches, Sermons, Convocations, Books and Di- 
courſes in che World. 

But the Time, which has run away almoſt ſenſibly 
while I was ſpeaking with ſo much Warmth, at 
puts me in Mind that it is proper to difiniſs the Doctors 
of the upper Region; and I am confident that I have ſuf- 
ficiently apologiz'd for Divine Poetry, and laid an eternal 
Obligation upon the Clergy, in having ſo difintereſtedly 
damn'd and exploded my owa Profeſſion. ' I have mobh 
greater and juſter Reaſon to be afraid of the Fathers of the 
Law: For I know that the Sollicitors of human Cau- 
ſes are not thought ſo likely to be my Converts, as the 
Barriſters of Divinity. The chiet of whom I am ſenſible 
are ſuch as obſtinately and ſtifly contend, that all human 
Studies ought inſeparably to be join'd with the knowledge 
of the Law: and will not ſuffer this Palladium to be taken 
from them, either by Force or Stratagem. Nay I am cer- 
tain there are ſome amongſt them, who endeavour to per- 
ſuade their Scholars, not only that the obſcure parts of the 
Law ought always to be illuſtrated by the light of Ancient 
Hiſtory, but that the very Study of the — Law (ſee 
what we are come to!) is it ſelf the moſt noble Part of 
Ancient Hiſtory : Whom neither the Dignity of Papinian, 
nor the Authority of Dpian, nor the Majeſty of Fuftinian 
himſelf, that glorious Emperor, can overawe, ſo as to keep 
their criticizing Clutches from the moſt : hallow'd Coce of 
the Laws: Who poring Night and Day over every Let- 
G 2 ter, 


3 O_o 


we 
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omnes ſormaſi ſimi corporis mendas elui poſſe ja. 


Cant. Hos tacitus praeterire decrevi; deſperatis 
enim medici negant remedia eſſe adhibenda ; & ip- 
ſe praeter 2 extimeſts, ne injecta maus me, 
von modo ut emanſorem, ſed ad viliores artes tranſ- 
fugam reprehendant, & interdicto mecum conten- 
aant. Sed fi jam Academiis excludar, ad forum 
diam obfirmabo, ubi facile legulejts & pragmaticit, 
wer vocis ſubſidio miſerorum fortunas de» 
e 
& 


unt, perſuaſurum me puto, ne Iucroſam illam 

Pouoratam artem per ingenuarum coutagtonem 
wxtabeſcere, & ad mendicitatem projict patiautur. 
Nec tamen omnis ſpes ita evolavit, ut nullos ex A. 
cademicis patribus in partes trahere deſperem, Cou- 
tractae certe & compendiariae Furiſprudenttae do- 
dores, fi jam non mei ſint, walls negotio couciliatu- 
ras eſſe videor : hos enim, cum ad nudum lingua - 
rum & eloquentiae nomen toto corpore exhorreſ- 


cant, & ſua ſponte nullam umquam humanioris 


diſciplinae partem attigerint, & omni conatu diſci- 
pulos ab ea dehortentur, exſultaturos ſpero, ubi iu- 
ter ipſos literatoret, me facilitatis & laborum fugae 
patronum ſs reperiſſe triumphabunt. Hos, ſi a Grae- 
eae linguae aſu deterrere vellem, idem foret, ac ſi, 
Lapporum aut Finnorum linguam, unde nullum 
art poteſt lucrum, addiſcere vellent, rogarem, 
omptis & ad quotidianam garrulitatem para- 
We magiſtris, munditiem & exadtum ſermonis 
atiui nitorem commendare vellem, non plus profi- 
rerem, quam fi Sarmatas & Pannonios a Gothicae 
vel Lanyebaraicae linguae facilitate ad Cicerouia- 
nam dicendi moleſtiam transferre conarer. Ad elo- 
quentiac ſtudia, & dicendi ſcribendiqne exercita- 


tionem, wos, Juris bre viſſimi candidati, excitare 
nihil attinet; cum ex bac Academica caves eve- 
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maT Help all 
3 that beautiful Body may e 


Outhave. . But Fl rnd hr de ud d Ua 
ties, 1 will enter my {elf at the Ians of Court, where I. 
fancy I ſhall eaſily perſuade the. little Pettifoggers and At- 
torneys, who by the mighty Operation of. their glorious: 


Voice defend the Fortunes of the miſerable, never to ſuffer 5 


their honourable and advantageous Profeſſion to pine away 
and be reduc'd to Beggary by the Contagion of ingenuaus 
Learning. Nor have I ſo far loſt all Hopes as todeſpair of 
gaining over to my Side, fas of the Enin of-ow Uh 
verſities. Certainly, if they are not mine already, I hall 
have but little trouble in bringing over the Doctors of the 
ſhort compendiary Law. They I hope will triumph with 
great Joy, to find even among the Men of Letters one 
wks. fs. na ee for e as little 
pains as poſſible; ſince they . ſhudder all over at the bare 
mention .of the Languages and* Eloquence, and never 
meddled with any part of human Learning themſelves, but 
always induſtriouſly diſcourag d their Scholars from it. " 
1 were. to go to. difluade theſe from learaing Greek, it 
would be the fame as deſiring them not to learn the 
Tongues of Lapland or Finland, which they can't expect 
to get the leaft Advantage by, IF I. were to-recommend 
to theſe nimble Tongue-Pids the Beauty and Elegance of 
Latin, it would ſignify juſt as much as if I ſhould endea- 
your to perſuade the Gotha and Vandals to forſake their 
natural Barbariſm, and be at the Trouble to expteſs them- - 
{elves in the Elegance of Cicero. It is of no: Moment to 
put You, Gentlemen, who are deſign d for the common: 
Lau, upon the Studies of Eloquence, of ſpeaking and. wri- 
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Kanter, non bumanos ſondr edere, ſed pit arum ritu 
condiciari, aut tanna verbs latrare; nec fincero, 


fed\cum omnium 3 natianum Frtibus com- 
„ Fa 
. Ad 
1725 vos extnrrere juberem? quorum ipfi magiſtri, 
& ſecurae navigationis gubernatores, numquam ra- 
em Faris Oceano, in quo tot brevia, tot ſcopuli, 
committere ſunt auſi, ſed clauſis in pifeinis, 987 
cubut, cymba tantum ludere cum wx of ronſue- 
dvderunt. A Criticà temeritate non m e 
| mem dijudicaudi vim conviciis proſcindentes, 
e 


arras inquinare promrſſine atfce. 
Hiftoriarum & vereris memoriae immenſa 


ao - 
in primis recocti in foro proclamatores vos faci- 
te revoc abunt, qui exſecrauda Critirorum capita 
#0t iris devovere ſoleut, eoſque guotidiana crimina- 
zone falſurum & corruptarum tabularum ex Lege 
Cor ue lia revs agere non deſiſtuur. Qui judicum au- 
ribus occlamarè non pigrantur, Criticorum audacia 
leget, quae certat oY lefinitae eſſe debent, convelli 
25 evert ; one jus, bonum & æquum deleri, &, 
wifi modus huic temeritati imponatur, brevi omnia 


Jura dubiag incerta, & judicum religionem ſolu- 
ri i mam fore, non vane omiuantur. A Pottico fu 
. Fore illoc, gui practer alios Prudentes Lhe ad- 
Jectaut, retrahere nihil eſt negotii: Ab 

memis vitio alieniſſimi ſemper habiti legum condi- 
rores & Interpretes, gui, cum omuem 3 vim 
menlic atiem in enodandis legum Ia 


Hoc enim 


nei, in 
torque ndit in cauſſam ſuam Principum & Senatu- 
um decretis, in prudentum 5 dubiis & per- 
Plexis excutiendis, obtuderunt & conſumpſerunt, 


vihil fere ſibi caloris & impetus effundends carminui 


Jupereſſe deprehendunt. Nam ludere & jocart eos, 
inter facilioris Farisprudentiae doffores, credatis, 


155 Pocticum & Poctarum veterum meditationem 
Roman juris ſtudio ſociandam eſe clamant. Ne 
cel | cre- 


ſpend all 
Invention 
crees and 
cuſſing th 


they have 
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: Magpies, or {nad 
rs gee I —— un 
one made up of the Dreggs df all Nations and Countries. 
Shou'd I order you to ſally out into the ſpacious Pielde of 
ancient Times and Hiſtories? Whea your Maſters, like-Jafe 
Pilots, have never ventur d to launch their Larv-Frigate 
into an Ocean, where there are ſo many Rocks and 
Quickſunds, but chooſe rather to divert! their Scholars 
with a ſtnall Skiff in Lakes and Fiſhponds Tia not un- 
ly your Profeſſors,” tho they rail heartily at all prezenders'2o 
nice Diſtinction, but the old ſmoaky  Pleaders in Court, 
that will eaſily keep you from running into the Preſump- 
tion of being Critics; who load that damm d Fraternity 
with ſo many Curſes, and indite them every Day up- 
on the Statute of Forgery. Whe eternally dun dhe Judges 
in the Ears with information of Acts, that, inſtcad of bo- 
ing certain and expreſs, are mangled and perverted by the 
Boldneſs of the Critics : that all Right, Juſtice and Equity 
are deſtroy d: and that unleſs a ſtop-be put to theſe raſh pro- 
ceedings, they verily believe, in a ſhort time the Laws them- 
ſelves wilt become doubtful and uncertain, and the Judges 
turn Freethinkers. I ſhall have little trouble to diſſunde from 
2 Poetical Phrenzy, thoſe who above others affect to be 
ſtybd Learned in the Law: For the Compilers and Inter- 
preters of Laws have always been reckon d very free from 
that Diſtemper; who being oblig d to hammer out and 
ſpend all the vigour of their Fancy, and ſharpneſs of 
Invention, in unraveling knotty Points, in wreſting De- 
crees and Acts of Parliament to ſerve their purpoſe, in diſ- 
cuſſing the dubious and perplex'd anſwers of Council, find 
they have but little Fire and Heat left for Poetieal Pro- 
ductions. For you muſt needs think thoſe facetious Do- 
Qors of the Law are only in jeſt, ho ſay, that Poetry 
and reading the old Poets MR” 
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erodatit ex animi ſententia, res tam diverſat, & 
tam longo à ſe ſpatio disjunctas illos in anam velle 
camducere; ſed 
| qui, & quia aliua, 


e, dicit cauſſa, ut ipft amant lo- 
quod dicerent, non babebaut, 
in populum ideo effundere, ut gloriofis illts litera- 
rum & eloquentiae magiſtris vices, reddant : ſolent 
enim illi, ventoſo Cicerone non minores ſpiritus 

entes, ſe quoque tridus profiters poſſe 5 — 
arp praedicare. Non abſurde ergo, nullis um- 
quam; ſacris. Poeticis. — callidi gar ſepals 
ſticiinterpretes, ſe quogue, ſi flomachum illis lite- 
ratores commo ve ant, repeute invitis Mafis, Apolli- 
we irato, Poctas prodire poſſe, oftentant. Nam tri- 
tam illam literatis ad carmina viam numquam in- 


_ gredi dignatos, nec vanam Pocſeos laudem & glo- 


riam eos vebementer adfectare, verſus domeſtica in» 
aue effedi, & metu legis Fabiae, nullo colore anti- 
uitatis tiucti, aperte 3 Kelinquite ergo, 
Fe velis remiſque fugite, Themidis aureae alumni, 
pannoſas. famelicoram artes, & ad. quaeſtuarian 
cauſſidicinam (ignoſcite uerbo vobis vernaculo) om: 
nes nervos intendite, mihique, quod tam. frudtiferi 
ſalutaris conſilii auctor exſtiterim,. vel putins 
co orum iuventoribus, qui vos und ſaltu ex 
dudes literariis in ampli ſſimam curiae & fori lucem 
tranſtulerunt, aeternas gratias debete. 
Si vero ab ullo eruditorum ordine mihi gratia ſit 
ine unda, veſter, o ſalutis humauae praefides & con- 


ſervatores, favor & benevolentia accuratius nunc 


mibi eſſet concilianda. Et niſi ambitio, qua me 
tam ſtudioſe in priorum claſſium amicitiam inſinua- 
re tentavi, tempus eripuiſſet, longa oratione tam 
ſedulos ſalubritatis noſtrae caſtodes deleuirem. Oſten- 
derem, nibil eſſe importunius, nihil crudelius mole- 


; 8 literarum magiſtris, qui incolumitatis pu- 


Alicae vigiles ab operoſa illa arte, quae nec dies otio- 
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Study ot the Raman Law. Don't imagin they are fey 
rious when they would unite Things of ſuch. very diffe- 
rent Natures, but only ſpeak. it for Form's fake; and, be- 
cauſe they haye nothing elſe to ſay, advance this to amuſe 
the People, that they may quit ſcores with the. Profeflars 
of Eloquence and Learning: who being as vainglorious ag 
Tully himſelf, brag that they can make themſelves Maſters 
of the civil Law in three Days. Therefore ſay the er 

Proteſſors of the Law, very a propos, tho' never initiat 
into the Myſteries of Poetry, if the Men of Letters raiſe 
their Spleen, that they too can immediately commence Poets 
in ſpite of either Apollo or the Muſes. For. the Verſes made 
in their own Language, and, for fear of the Fabian Law, 
without the leaſt tincture of Antiquity in them, mani- 
felly demonſtrate that they never vouchſaf d to tread in 
the vulgar Path that leads to Poetry, nor were very ambi- 
tious of a Reputation that way. Fly therefore, ye Sans of 
golden Themis, and quit with ſpeed theſe, ragged beggarly 
Arts, and apply your ſelves with all might and main to 
the gainful Vocation of the Law 3 where You, are ſure of 
being reliev'd; and own. your ſelyes eternally oblig d to 
me, who have given you ſuch uſeful Counſel, or rather 
to the Authors of Abridgements, who tranſport» you at 
one jump from School, to blaze · in open Light before the 
Courts of Juſtice, _ A : 
Now if I had a Mind to ingratiate my ſelf with 
any particular Order of learned Men, 1 ſbould take tha 
moſt Pains to obtain your favour and goed will, ye 
Guardiaus and Conſervers of human Health. And if 
the Ambition with which I ſo earneſtly endeavour d to 
inſinuate my. {elf into the Friendſhip of the two foregoing 
Claſles, had not too far waſted my Time, I ſhould com- 
plement with a long Speech ſuch diligent Stewfards of our 
Conſtitutions. I would ſhew that nothing is more imperti» 
nent, nothing more cruel than thoſe: troubleſame Maſters 
of Learning, who would call off the Watchmen of a 
public 


e I 0. 

Jos, nec noctes quietas concedit, ad nugaces & vi- 
tae bumanae inutiles doctrinas avocare ſtudent; && 
bamanitatis commentitiae | Profeſſores, qui ſetae 
ſuae otiofis oblectamentis occupatiſſimos interpellare 
inſtituunt, non de illis modo, ſed de univerſo orbe 
Pellime mereri. Vacabitne vobis, Aeſculapii & Hy- 
Ciae ſacerdotes, quibus nec ad cibum, nec ad ſom- 
num capiendum tempora ſuperſunt, ad Grammati- 
corum tricas oculos adjicere, ad pueriles de vocabu- 
tis, & ridiculas de miuutiſſimis rebus contentiones 
mentem adplicare? Novi multos Eræci ſapientis 
dium jactare, fi non eſſent Medici, nihil inep- 
tius Grammaticis fore. Sed ſi quid ſalts, aut veri 
in trito dickerio inſit, in eos unice Medicos, qui inu- 
tilibus artibus eruditos ſe oſtendunt, congruere exi- 
ſtimo: & nibil ineptius eſſe Medico, linguarum 
docto, eloquentiae 2 eFerenti, in Hiſtoriarum 
ſcientia curioſo, Poetices illecebris depravato, 


conſentire poſſum. Quicumque enim duo certiſſi- 


mae artis principia & fundamenta, jam ab Hippo- 
cratis ac v jacta, Rationem & Experientiam eſſe 
Fateatur, illico 2 facile ineptiſſimum eſſe medicum, 
qui ullum temporis partem in humaniorii ſtudii me- 
ditationem inſumit, negare non ſuſtinebit. Ad ra- 


tiouem excolendam & perpoliendam, quid, quaeſo, 
artium, 'quibus nulla conſtat ratio, ſtudia conferre 


poſſent, cum ¶ ſurdorum & mutorum mentibus in- 
eredibilem ſollertiam ingeneratam miremur? ad u- 
ſum confirmandum, quid confuſa & imperfecta lin- 
guarum cognitio faciet, cum indoctiſſimos & rudes 
aptiores ſanandis morbis vulgo judicari, & longa 
remediorum experientia famam & auctoritatem fibi 
invidendam conſtituere, quotidie videamus? An ca- 


rioſa veterum monumenta, humant corporis mac hi- 


nam, ejuſqne infinites artns membra, quae ma- 


22 Pr 
who woul 
Entertainm 
only, but 
ſculapius 7 
Time to ex 
the Toys 0 


tivatingan 
dible Cun 
are deaf a 
Knowledge 


rience, fir 


common 
Experienc 
and Fortu 
Monumet 
Make of 


public welfare from that buſineſs, which allows them 
neither Leiſure by Day, nor Reſt by Night, to Studies al- 
together trifling and uſeleſs for any Purpoſe of Life: And 
that the Profeſſors of Humanity, as they call themſelves, 
who would interrupt Men of ſuch Buſineſs. with the idle 
Entertainments of their Sect, deſerve very ill, not of them 
only, but of the whole World. Can you, O Prieſts of Æ- 
ſculapius, and the Goddeſs of Health, who have ſcarce 
Time to eat or ſleep, be at leiſure to caſt your Eyes upon 
the Toys of the Grammarians, to bend your Thoughts up- 
on childiſh Diſputes about Words, and the moſt inſigniſi- 
cant Trifles? I know that many urge the Greek Proverb, 
which ſays, If there were no Phyſicians, Grammarians would 
be the ſillieft Fellows in the World, But, if there's any Wit 
or Truth in that Saying, I am of Opinion it is applicable 
to thoſe Phyſicians only, who ſhew any Learning but 
what belongs to their Profeſſion: And I readily agree that 
nothing is more filly than a Phyſician who is skilfd in 
the Languages, who aims to be thought Eloquent, who 
is curious in Hiſtory, and debauck'd with the Pleaſures of 
Poetry. For whoever acknowledges that Reaſon and Ex- 
perience are the two infallible Principles or Fundamentals 
of this Art, which have been founded ever ſince Hippocra- 
tes his Time, can't deny but he muſt be a very filly Phy- 
lician, who ſpends any part of his Time in the purſuit of 
Human Learning. What, I pray, could the Study of thoſe Arts, 
' which have nothing todo with Reaſon, contribute to the cul- 
tivatingand poliſhing of Reaſon; ſince we admire an incre- 
dible Cunning, which is bred in the Minds of thoſe that 
are deaf and dumb? What will a confus'd and imperfe& 
Knowledge of Languages ſignifie towards gaining Expe- 
. rience, ſince we daily ſee the moſt illiterate Fellows are 
commonly reckon d the beſt Phyſicians, and by a long 
Experience in Medicine eſtabliſh themſelves a Reputation 
and Fortune that many would be glad of? Will the muſty 
Monuments of Antiquity bring us acquainted. with the 
Make of a human Body and its ſeveral Joynts and _ 
* 


| 


JL O-R A T. I O. 

un tratare, oenlis ſcrutari deber medicns, pou 
cexda” dabunt an improba & vehemens librorum 
lectio, nſui & experientiae, quae ipſo opere & exer- 
eitatione confirmatar, copias minifirabit? An pere- 
#rini ſermonis nbertas morborum conſequentia prin« 
cipia & canſſas, earmmque progreſſus docebit! an 
haec omnia non potins memoriam, fideliſſimum illud 
omnium artium adjumentam, infirmabunt ? Si enim 


Medicinae cultor per omnem vitae curſum nihil a- 


geret, wifi morborum, vitiorum, ſeminam, berba- 
fum, radicum, metallorum, medicaminum, potio- 
aum, & infinitae ſupellectilis, quibus tabernae & 
12 armantar, nomina ediſceret, centeſimam 

lam partem viz exhanrire poſſe tonſtaret. Quis 
ergo, niſt moleſius patdagogus, flagitaret, ut ple- 
aum jam O& wet? oye, ;Uhim theſaurum im- 
menſo omnium linguarum & vocabulorum pondere 
magir magiſne oncraret? Quis congerere evdem re- 
ligaiat veterum populorum, regum & ducum res 
geſtas, opera belli & pacis, leges, mores & inſtituta, 


Sacras, biviles & militares antiquitates juberet, 


#ift qui orridere conſervatores generis humani vel- 
ler? fi quid vacui in tam ſaui cerebri bominibus re- 
maneat, magna ſatis quotidie novarum peſtium & 
remediorum multitudo emergit, quorum omnium ap- 
Pellationes qui in ore & mundo habere poteſt, nae 
ile ipſum Simoniden memoriae divitiis provocare po- 
teſt. Eloguentiae magiſtro ſe formandos traderent 

edict, qui mutas 25 elingues per omuem aetatem 
ſe artes exercere e ? quorum mentibus ve - 
rifſimam illud ex Apollinis tripode reſponſum ſem- 


er obverſatur, nou verbis, ſed manu, non ſermone, 
14 opere morbos ſanari. Quam iuvidenda vobis, il 
ret Phoebea arte viri, dignitas contingit ? quam 
longe oratoribus, & ceteris eruditorum ordinibus 
axtecellitis” His nulla auctoritas, nullum pondus 
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which a Phyſician ought to handle and inſpect? Will a 
ſtrict and mighty Reading of Books lend any Aſliſtance to 
Uſe and Experience, which are form'd upon Exerciſe and 
Practice only? Will plenty of - ſtrange Languages teach 
one the Cauſes, Sypmtoms and Conſequences of Diſeaſes ? Cr 
will not all theſe things rather weaken the Memory, that 
faithful Aſſiſtant of all Arts? For, if one that profeſſes 
Phyſic, ſhould do nothing elſe thro' the whole courſe of 
his. Life, but learn the Names of Diſeaſes, Infirmities, 
Seeds, Herbs, Roots, Metals, Medicaments, Potions, and 
an infinite Number of more ſuch Stuff, with which the 
Druggiſt's and Apothecary's Shops are furniſh'd, it is cers 
tain he wou'd ſcarce be able to go thro! the hundredth Part 
of them. Who then, but an impertinent Pedant. would 
go to add to this vaſt Store, and ſtill load it with the im- 
menſe Weight of Words and Languages? Who, that had 
not a mind to kill the Saviours of Mankind, wou'd put 
them upon digeſting and comparing the Remains of the 
Ancients, the Tranſactions of Kings and Commanders, 
the Bufineſs of Peace and War, Laws, Manners and In- 
ſtitutions, Antiquities ſacred, civil, and military? If there 
can be any empty Place in ſuch ſound Heads, there are 
new Diſtempers, and as many new Remedies that ariſe 
daily to fill it; the Names of all which, whoever is able 
to repeat or produce any how, may be able to challenge 
the famous Memory -Maſter. Should the Phyſicians put 
themſelves into the Hands of Maſters of Eloquence? they 
who have always profeſs d to exerciſe dumb and ſilent 
Arts; Who always keep in Mind that moſt true Anſwer 
from Apollos Tripod, that Diſtempers are to be heal'd, 
not with Words but Hands, not by Diſcourſe but Practice. 
Iluſtrious Sons of Phœbus, what a delirable Dignity do 
ye enjoy ? How vaſtly do you excel the Orators, and in- 
deed. all other Ranks of Learned Men? They can gain 
no Authority, no Weight without a long Preamble and 
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miſt quod magno verborum ambitu & pompa conci- 
liant : vobis ſine ſermone, etiam antequam loqui 
inc ipiatis, fides habetur. Ubi vero os aperitis, non 
homies verba fundere, ſed praeſentes Deos oraculs 
edere, omnes nobis perſuademus. Mercurium, fa- 
cundum Atlantis nepotem, eloquentiae parentem & 
conditorem, quem primum voce homes formaſſe 
Poetae jactaut, vobis ſolis, etiam fone linguarum 
ſacriſicio, eee datur. Caduceum, inane illud 
GT: :nefficax blandae & fallacis orationis argumen- 
tum, algentibus oratoribus porrigit ; vobis, ingenti- 
aum divitiarum ſponſor, extenſa manu & inclinats 
ET gronponn nammis crumenam jactat & often- 
tar. Vafrum Deoram & hominum interpretem, 
aureus montes myſtis ſuis pollicentem, vos, Herme- 
iicorum arcanorum — veneremini. Huic 
in triuiis, quae pererratis, huic ad januas & tha- 
damos, ex quadrato marmore ſtatuat erigite. Huic 
Deo arae perpetnis ignibus colluceſcant, votis & 
precibus nuncupatis; ut artes, ſtrophas, & honefta 
furta, ingenii & ſollertiae — documenta, 
ine invidiae aut calumniae metu fortunare velit. 
Minervam, non bellatricem, aut haſta & Aepgide 
terribilem, non lucubrantibus infauſtum noctuæ 
comitatu omen, ſed Cecropiam, Medicam & Hy- 
gieam, qnae, projets ſcuto, depoſita cuſpide, ab- 
gato bubone, Aeſculapii inſignibus decorats, & 
ferpentis ſibilis blanda & indulgens, nihil agenti- 
bus, immo dormientibus remedia monſtrat, adora- 
te. Mendicantes Muſas, & anili virginitate, quia 
dotem & maritos reperire non potuerunt, deſpicatiſ- 
ſimas puellas, ut * vitate; & ipſum Poetae ti- 
zulum cane pejus & angue odiv habete, ne imperitum 
vulgus magicis carminibus Daemunia, corpus huma- 


aum mfeſtautia, expellere vos calumnietur. Sonora 
6 0 . | 


Pomp of 
any Diſc« 
when yo! 
Men ſpea 
the Privi! 
Sacrifice 
ſon of 
whom tl 
To the p 
inſignific 
as an Aſſ 
Hand gr 
Guineas. 
preter of 
of Gold 


OATH EN \ 
Pomp of Words; You have a Regard paid you without 
any Diſcourſe, even before you begin to ſpeak, But 
when you open your Mouths, we don't look upon you 38 
Men ſpeaking, but as Gods declaring Oracles. You * 
the Priviledge of making propitious, even without 
Sacrifice of the Tongue, Mercury the well-ſpoken Grand- 
ſon of Atlas, the Patron and Founder of Eloquence, 
whom the Poets celebrate as the Auchor of Speech in Men. 
To the poor Orators he extends his Caduceus, that empty 
inſignificant Symbol of falſe flattering Words: To you, 
as an Aſſurer of mighty Riches, with a low Bow and a 
Hand gracefully reach d out, he preſents a large Purſe of 
Guineas. Let us all therefore Worſhip this crafty Inter- 
preter of Gods and Men, who promiſes ſuch- Mountains 
of Gold to his Votaries, and You his Prieſts the Keepers. 
of the Hermetic Myſteries, To him, erect Statues of Mar- 
ble io the Streets where you paſs alovg, and at the Doors 
and Chambers where you viſit. To this God let your A- 
tars blaze with perpetual Fires, and Jet your Vows, and 
Prayers be preferr'd, that keeping you from Fear of Envy 
or Calumny, he would be ſo good as to proſper your 
Arts, Tricks, and honeſt Rogueries, thoſe manifeſt Indica 
tions of Ingenuity and Cunning. Adore the Goddefs A- 
nerua, not dreadful in her warlike Accoutrements of Spear 
and Shield, nor ominous with the Bird of Night brooding” 
o'er her Helmet, but in her civil Capacity, as ſhe is the 
Patroneſs of Phyſic and Health, who quitting her Shield; 
laying aſide her Spear, difmiſſing her Owl, dreſs d in the 
Livery of Æſculapius, and kind and affable, with her 
Snakes gently hiſſing; is always ready to furniſh you with: 
Remedies, tho you are idle in the mean time, or even 
tho you ſleep. Avoid the beggarly Muſes, thoſe oontemptible 1 
Wenches that have liv'd to be old Maids, and indeed never 1 
had Fortunes conſiderable enough to purchaſe Husbands, : 
as you would the Plague: and hate the Name of Poet as 
you hate a Toad ; leſt the ignorant People ſhould think 
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& numeroſa harmonia & concentu ſe hominam 
mentes faſc inare Poctae ſtultis perſuadeant; wor 
chori CAinici quotidianam miſerorum auribus canti- 
levam inſuſurrate, quae certiſſima ſalutis ſpe facta, 
ex tenaciſſima Euclionis arca nummos excantet, 
Seceſſus & ſola loca, in quae, ut inſauiam atra bile 
commoti Poetae augeant, & miſerias montibus & 
Hlvis tenera & delicata querela narrent & deplo- 
rem, ſe abdere ſolent, effugite. Muſeum, in quo, 
at claudi ſutores, totos dies flerilium artium cultores 
defigent, araneis & muſcis incolendum relinquite. 
Coetus mulierum, conventus hominum celebrate, 
per urbem concurſando, vias eaſdem iteraudo, aegro- 
torum cubilia perambulando, non linguae ant oris, 
fed manuum & pedum miniſterio faman & nobilita- 
tem in ultimas orbis partes propagate. 

- Finem dicendi jam facere fine ulla reprebenſione 
tceret, & ultimam eruditi chori claſſem ſilentio 
preeterire, Praeterq uam enim quod multa jam aliis 
didta in fuam cauſſum iuterpretari poſſiot, quid apud 
ſapientiae Profeſſores, qui ſua ſe virtute involvunt, 
E mihil extra ſe quaerunt, oratio mea efficere po- 
"Ferit, quod non ipſi & ſua ſponte efficere conſue ve- 
raue! 7 Nobili artium faſtidio, abfolutiſſimi naturae 
"quterpretes, &7 omnis literaturae contemtione humi- 
ditatem, ad quam praeter meritum, ut capite cenſi, 
deernfo eſtis, compenſate. Pythagorae,. cujus dicta 
Pythus reſpomſis erant veraciora, veſtigia premite; 
"qui rogatus, qua maxime arte confideret, nullam ſe 
feire reſpondit, ſed eſſe Philoſophum. Et Iicet num- 
"quam panpertatem expuguare, & deirita Pallia 
Purpuratis ve ſtibus muſare potueritis, titulo tamen 
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” you uſe. Charms to conjure the Devil out of your ſick 
97 Patients Bodies. Let the Poets make Fools believe that 
— they enchant the Mind with Harmony and the Power of 
i Numbers, You Chamber -Choriſters warblg a conſtant Dit- 
1 ty in the Ears of your poor Patients, which by inſpiring 
them with ſure and certain Hopes of Health, may ſhake 
Money out of the Coffer, even of the moſt cloſe · fiſted 
E Hunks. Fly thoſe Retirements and ſolitary Places Where 
8 Poets uſe to conceal themſelves when they brood o'er their 
{plenetic Melancholy, and in. ſoft gentle Complaints utter 
r their Diſtreſs to the Woods and Mountains. As for the 
Auuſaum, in which thoſe that cultivate unprofitable Sci- 
ences fit whole Days together like lame Coblers in a 
Stall, leave it to the Poſſeſſion of Flies and Spiders. Fre- 
quent the Viſits of Women, and the Clubs of Men; and 
| ſpread your Glory and Reputation to the utmoſt Parts of 
the Earth, not by the Merit of your Diſcourſe or Conver- 
tion, but the Aſſiduity of your Hands and Feet; by 
tratting all over the Town, by plodding the lame Streets 
over and over, and walking from Bed to Bed. 
- might now very decently conclude, and paſs in Si- 
tence the laſt Claſs of the Learned. For, beſides that ma- 
ny Things already ſaid may be interpreted in their favour, 
what can my ſpeaking do with the Profeſſors of Wiſdom, 
who wrap themſelves up in their own Virtue; and deſue 
nothing from without, other than what they have babitur - 
ally and of their own accord accuſtor'd themſelves to ? 
Ye moſt abſolute Interpreters of Nature, make up for 
that Humility to which you are undeſervedly degraded, by 
a noble Diſdain of Arts, and a general Contempt of Leary 
ning. Tread in the Steps of Pythagoras, whoſe, Sayings - 
were truer than the Pythian Oracles, who being ask d 
what Art he moſt relied on, anſwer d that He underſtood 
none, but was a Philoſopher: And tho'- you kave never 
been able to ſhake off Poverty; and to change your. thred- 
bare Coats for Robes of Purple, yet value your. ſelves, and 
| H3. exalt 
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virtutis ſtudioſi, ſupra omnes capita extollite. In- 
videant & ſubducant vobis auditores omnium diſci- 
plinarum Profeſſores; invadant licet in poſſeſſiones 
veſtras primorum ordinum ductores, & perplexas 
de Deo & Mente e. diſputationes, colorato ad 
doctrinam ſuam titulo adgregent, & ad religionis 
ſecuritatem ſubtilius & certins ſe enodare pee 
Jactent. Veram ſe, non ſimulatam, Philoſophiam 
. glorientur Furis prudentes. Rerum cauſſas 
prineipia ſe nou ex confictis originibus, ſed ipſo 
opere & aſu cognoſcere & perſpicere Medici men- 
tiantur. Irrideant vos & per ora hominum tradu- 
cant dicavis eloquentiae inſtitores, & Poeticae ur- 
. banitatis ſcurrae. Vos domi vobis plaudite & ex- 
Jultate, quod illa, quam — diſciplina, ſit 
umnium artium parens & procreatrix.. Ingratas 
& i#nofficioſas filiat, quae origine ſua! erubeſcunt, 
abdicate, & omni ſapientiae hereditate in aeternum 
private. Memores aurei dicti, qui beatam vult vi- 
tam vivere, philoſophetur, adventitias & auxilia- 
res literarum copias, ab inſtructiſſimis horreis re- 
movete. Antiquas ſcilicet Grammaticus vobis lin- 
guas commendarem? qui quotidie novas vobis forma» 
tis, & nauſeam deliciis veſtris nobis moventes, ſer- 
monem excuditir, quem neque Graec um, neque Ro- 
manum, ſed ex utroqae mixtum, vernaculum & 
domi natum quis dicat, & qui tamen terrarum 
orbe m implevit. Ex foeteutis Ennii ſterculinio, ex 
olido Pacuvii fimeto, vos, rerum non fabularum 
auctores, anrum colligere juberem ? qui ex ſplendi- 
diſimis Platonis & Ariſtotelis gazis Incidiſſimas 
gemmat depromitis, quarum luce & ſplendore omnes 
— te nebrae —— — Ad Rhetorum vos 
ſebalas ablegarem ? qui quotidie vobis apparere on- 
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_ exalt your Heads above the reſt of the World, upon you 
Fitle of being Lovers of Wiſdom and Virtue. Let the 
Profeſſors of all other Sciences. envy you, and ſeal away 
your Scholars; Let the Divines, the Commanders of -the 
Vanguard, invade your Territories, and-by, caitning them 
as Part of their Doctrine, carry off thoſe perplex d Que- 
ſtions concerning God and the Soul, and pretend that no 
body can fo finely and certainly unravel thoſe Points -as 
themſelves. - Let the Lawyers boaſt that what- they profeſs 
is a real, not a pretended: Philoſophy. Let the Phyſicians 
fancy that they fee into, and know the Cauſes and Prin · 
ciples of Things, not from ſtrain d Hypotheſes, but from 
Uſe and Experiment. Let the Dealers in noiſy Elequence, 
and the Buffoon Poets, ridicule and make a ſeſt of You 
thro' the World: Yet hug your ſelves and rejoice at home, 
in that the Science which you proteſs is the Parent and Pro- 
genitor of all others. Turn the ungrateful andundutiful Sluts 
your Daughters, who are thus aſham'd of their Family, out i 
of Doors, and for ever diſinherit them from all Right and 'F 
Title to Wiſdom. Remembring that golden Saying, Let 
Him that would live happily be a Philoſopher, allow no 1 
Room in your well-fill'd Granaries for auxiliary foreign Stores 1 
of Learning. For ſhould I, in the Perſon of a Gramma- = 
rian, recommend to you the ancient Languages ? You, 1 
who daily frame your ſelves new ones, and giving us a 1 
Surfeit of your Delicacies, hammer out a Way of ſpeak- _Þ} 
ing which one can't ſay is either Greek or Latin, but mixt fl 
up of both, born and bred here at Home, and yet in uſe | 
all the World over. Should I ſet You, who are Authors 
of Things and not Fables, upon picking Gold out of the 
Dunghil of fuſty Eunius, and the ſtinking Compoſt of 
Pacuvius? You, who cull the brighteſt Gems from the 
rich Cabinets of Plato and Ariſtotle, whoſe ſparkling Lu- 
fire diſpels all the Darkneſs of the Mind. Should ſend 
You to the Schools of the Rhetoricians.? when I know 
you are ſo intimately acquainted with Logic, who is Door- 
keeper: - 
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nien artixm, E ſunctas is primis Eloquentiae 


janitricem, Logicam video, quae omues aditus ad. 


inverieud:, partiendi, & diſputaudi facilitatem re- 
aludit; & magica quadam efficacitate pueros, 
ante elingues, de rebus, quas nondum intel 
sgworo eruditis ſermoue promte garrire docet. Ad 


ermamdi & amplificandi praccepta ego vos demitte- 
rem ? quibus diviua illa diſceptandi magiſtra Dia- 


dedfica, tot acumiua, tot captiones, tot counexas 
comjamctiomes, to! 2 ſuibus mentes irretiun- 
dur, ſabminiſtrat: ad Cicerouis de Oratore & dicen- 
di arte dialogot, ad pompam magis & ſplendorem, 
utilitatem nullo ordine & ratione eſictos ? ad 

ticas & finuoſas Fabii inſtitutiones Oratorias vos 


ature jaberem ? qui ex Cleantbis apotheca & Chry- 


fepps lecythis fucos, & fallacia magis & colorata 
pig menta profertts, Hiſtorias ab origine rerum, 
regnornm. ordines, rerampublicarum viciſſitudi nes 


wobis emarraren? qui ante mare & terras, quid 


fact um fuerit, vel fiert potmerit, mente veſtra for- 
matis. Per orbem terrarum, ut quid agant ho- 
wines cognoſcatis, circumducerem d qui mentem & 


oculos in coelo defixos teuetis, & alios inviſitatos & 


inauditos annalinm conditoribus orbes, montibus, 
filuis, fluuns, urbibus, & incolis inſtructos, digits 
" Aemonſtratis. Ad inſanicntis & oligſi ingenii ob- 
lectamentum Pocticen fi jam abducere vellem, nul- 
Ia ratione poſſem ita enim omnem fingendi & 
praeter veri ſpeciem nova excogitaudi dim con- 
ſumſiſtis, ut materies car mini 2 depo deeſſet. 


Tantam quoque & tam illuſtrem ex commentitiis 
rerum canſhs famam reportaſtis, ut vel unius ſettae 
Philoſophicae auctor omnes omnium ſeculorum Poe- 
tas & fabularum architeFos obſcuret. Stultts . 
popalo perſuadeant vaticinantes Poctae, 2 ſe 
; Krore 
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keeper to all Arts, and eſpecially holy Eloquence, and opens 
all the Paſſages to an eaſie Method of inventing, dividing 
and diſputing: by a magical Power teaching Boys, who 
cou'd ſcarce ſpeak before, to prate and chatter very readi- 
ly, in a Language perfectly unknown to Men of Letters. 
Should I diſpatch you to the Rules of Embelliſhment and 
Amplification ? You, whom that divine Miſtreſs of Dif- 
courſe, DialeQic, furniſhes with ſo many Points and 
Quibbles, ſo many Conjunction Copulatives, and ſo many 
Gins to inſnare and catch the Mind withal. Should I bid 
you go to Ciceros Diſcourſes upon Oratory, and the Art of 
ſpeaking, made without any reaſonable Deſign or Order, 
more for Pomp and Shew than any real Profit? or to the 
ſceptical and intricate Inſtitutions of Fabius upon that Sub- 
jet? You, who produce a Varniſh and Colouring much 
more artificial from the Stores of Cleanthes, and the Gally- 
pots of Chryſippus. Should I give you an Account of Hi- 
ſtory from the beginning, of the Succeſſions of King- 
doms, and Reyolutions of Commonwealths? You, who 
form in your own Minds what was or might have been 
done, even before the Earth and the Sea were made. 
Should I carry You round about the World to inform your 
felves what People are doing? Vou, who are ever keeping 
your Eyes fix d upon the Heavens, and can point out other 
Worlds unknown to and unheard. of by our Writers of 
Annals, furniſh'd with Mountains, Woods, Rivers, Cities 
and Inhabitants. If I ſhould attempt to carry you off. to 
Poetry, that favourite Delight of idle good-for-riothing 
Wit, I could never compaſs my Deſign: for you have 
already ſo waſted all your Fund of Improbability and In- 
vention, that you would have no Materials left to furniſh 
out a Poem. And You haye already gain'd ſo great and 
glorious a Reputation from your fictitious Cauſes of Things, 
that the Author of one Philoſophical Se& would eclipſe 
all the Poets and Inventors of Fables, that ever were in 
the World. Let the canting rhiming Crew make 1 
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furort & aciherio ſpiritu adflari ; unnſquiſque Ve 
Arum ſe Sapientom illum, ſola -mentis cogitatioue 
for matum, Deo aequalem eſſe venditet, & uni ver- 
Jam Philoſophantiam chorum Deo, rerum opifici, 
conſiliariana & adjutorem adſidere jure glorietur. 
Hanc uni verſi machinam vos conſtruxiſtis & fabri- 
caſtis; ſemina & ortus rerum, veſtra manu jacta, 
ereitaſtis; principia coeli, terrace, & maris po- 
ſuiſtis, & illo, qus conſpicimus, ordine conſervatis. 
— quod nulli eruditorum ordini contigit, licet 


apientiae aduerſarii & detrectatares calumnientur, 


uihil adhuc eſſe repertum, in quo induſtria futuri 
ſeculi acquieſcat, aut innitatur, uibil tam abſurdum 
e, quod nom ab eliquo Philoſophorum fit dictum, 
wallus tamen inter aiſciplinae veſtrae conditores & 
principes extitit, qui non fectatores innumeros in- 
venerit, Gf. Jamiliae nomen ſuum impoſuerit. 
a ergo acriter, ſapientes, locum, & in 
grads conflaner ſtate. Si antiqua dogmata & ſe- 
ta tempore exoleſcere, & a recentioribus aboleri vi- 
deatis, mova & tmandita ab integro comminiſca- 
mini. Pernicioſam modo literatorum ſoctetatem 
ditate, , fi ad ſummas & curules eruditorum 
fellas, quae vobis debentur, adſpirare non permitta- 
tur, ex illo certe, in quem olim ſine ullo faſtu ir- 


nephſtts, artium liberalium urdine, ne peſtis in 


hirſuta pectora ferpat, omnis elegantiae © n 
doct᷑rinae magiſtros deturbate. 

Sed concludendam eſſe orationem, & fatig ata 
Fam longo ſermone patientia veſtra, A. 4 ſu- 
gereſſe video, uiſi ut breviſſima peraratione juven- 
| F415 animes, collectis & in unum contractis argu- 
maeut is 0 
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and People of vulgar Apprehenfions believe that they are 
inſpir d, and fill'd with a Blaſt of divine Fury: every one 
of you may make no ſcruple of averring, that He is that 
wile Perſon as to be made up wholly of Thought, and of 
the ſame Stamp with God; and may juſtiy boaſt that the 
whole Fraternity of Philoſophers ſits in Privy- Council with 
God the Maker of all Things, adviſing and aſſiſting him. 
'Tis You that have 'contriv'd and faſhion'd this Frame of 
the Univerſe ; tis your Hands that have ſowyd the Seeds, 
and produc'd the Increaſe: of all Things; You have laid 
the Foundations of the Heavens, Earth and Seas, and pre- 
ſerve them in that Order which we behold. Laſtly, not- 
withſtanding the Enemies and Detractors of Wiſdom ma- 
liciouſly give out, that nothing has been found out yet 
which the Induſtry of the next Age will reſt fatisfied in 5. 
that there is nothing ſo abſurd but has been ſaid by ſome 
Philoſopher or other; yet, tho' it has never happen d to 
any other Claſs of the Learned, there never was any Foun- 
der or Head of a Set among You that did not find an 
innumerable many Followers, and made the Family be 
calld after his own Name. Therefore, ye wiſe Men, 
bravely keep your Poſt, and inſiſt upon your Rank. If 
you find the old Hypotheſes grow ſtale, and put out of 
Countenance by the Modern, — again and invent more. 
Only avoid the ill Company of the Men of Letters; and 
if you are not permitted according to your Deſerts to 
mount and poſſeſs the uppermoſt Seats of the Learned, 
be ſure to turn out from that Claſs of the liberal Arts 
which you have humbly admitted your {elves into, all the 
Maſters of Elegance and polite Literature, leſt they ſhould 
happen to infe& your rugged Breaſts . 
Diſtemper. 

But J ſee, Gentlemen, that it is time for me to con- 
clude my Diſcourſe; and your Patience being by this 


pretty well tir d, there remains nothing more for me 
to do, but to ſum up my Arguments by way of Infe- 


rence, 
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mentis, ne peſtileuti illo ſidere ſe adflari ſiuerent, 
ad monerem & exhortarer, Sed fi Doctoribus 
plane n, mnutiles & calamitoſas gravioribus 
ſeep inis noſtras eſſe literas, quis invalidas jam di- 
cendo vires in turbam diſcipulorum vebementius ex- 
citaudam, me exhaurire ſuaderet? Ut armenta 
paſtoribus, qui illis imperant, ita vos, o dociles & 
rerei animi, pratceptoribus obtemperare novi. Si 
tamen rari iuter vos, in verba magiſtrorum jurare 
non J reperiantur, nullus metuo, ne bac in 
parte ab eorum didtatis diſcedentes, mihi adverſe- 
mini. Si tamen rationes meae & arguments nihil 
efficere, nec ipſa artium noſtrarum — S dam- 
noſa contagio vos ab earum cultu deterrere poterunt, 
17 ſuaeſo, ad prae mia & honeres, illiteratis 

bumaniorum artium contemtoribus poſita & per- 
ſoluta. Haec ut conſequamini, auctor & impulſor 
vobit exiſto, ut hunc per Academias, non dicam 
curſum, ſed volatum magis magiſque corripiatis ; 
wt praeteritis Sirenum ſcopulis 5 inſidiis, blandis 
Literatorum & Poztarum. cantibus aures obſtrua- 
tic : & praevecti vada & brevia, quae latrſſimus 
Hiſtoriarum & Antiquitatum pontus occultat, ad 
portum illum, omuis laboris & induſtriae finem & 
requiem, Doctoris titulum, remis & velis feſtine- 
tif. Tunc non modo negligere omnem antiqui ſer- 
moni curam, & variae eruditionis ex memoria 
 veſtigia, ſi qua ſuperſunt, delere, ſed ipſius etiam 
doctrinae, cujus inſignibus decorati eſtis, obliviſci 
wacabit. Ne tamen nihil egiſſe vos in Academiis, 
5 pecuniam doctrinae — hn & inſtramentis 


deſtinatam, inutiliter profudiſſe parentes & amici 
criminentur, ut periculum faciant in alea & ludi- 
eris, in calido & vino potando, in 2 
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ference, and leave them upon the Minds of our Youth as a 
ö Preſervative againſt their _— with-this peſtilen» 
tial Blaſt, Nowy if I ſhall. have t hly perſuaded the Do- 
ctors, that the Learnipg I have ſo long been unhappily en- 
gag d in, is uſeleſs and hurtful to Studies of a more grave 
and' welghry Nature, who would adviſe me to fatigue my 
exhauſted Spirits in a needleſs Diſſuaſive to the younger 
Fry? Your ſoft pliable Tempers, I know, are ductile aud 
obedient; yielding to the Influence of your: Freceptors, 28 
Flocks obſerve the Voice of the Shepherd. But if there 
are ſome . few among you who are not ſworn. to. their 
Meaſures, I am in no fear that your differing from them 
upon this Aecount may be the Occaſion of your oppoſin 
me. But if my Reaſons and Arguments are of no Force, 
nor the Vileneſs and contagious Nature of my Studlies | 
ſufficient to diſcourage you from the Purſuit of them | 
look I beſeech you to the Rewards and Honours:which 
are propos d to, and often attain'd by, the illiterate, and 
thols that deſpiſe human. Learning, I am. the Man that ' 
will put you in the Way how to obtain theſe; and ſpur 
you on more and more, I wont ſay to run your Courſe, 
but to take your Flight to this Purpoſe thro® the Univerfi= 
ties; that eſcaping the Rocks: and Snares of the Sirens; you. 
may ſtop your Ears at the flattering Songs of the Poets 
and, Literati: and. skipping over the Shallows. and. Quick+ 
ſands which are hid under the wide Sea of Hiſtory and 
Antiquity, you may make all poſſible ſail to that Port, 
which is the End and Reſt from all your 'Labours; I mean 
the Title ot Doctor. Then you will be at leiſure, not on- 4 
ly to neglect all Regard for the ancient Tongues, and blot 1 
out of your Memories all Traces of various Erudition, but ö 
even to forget that particular Science in which you are | 
Graduates. But leſt your Parents and Friends ſhould, find Fault 1B 
that you have done nothing . at the Univerſity, and ſpent 
the Mony idly which. was allotted for your, Tutors and 
Maſters, e Hg en e Cu RR 
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 wodtnrnis, & graſſationibus, iu ſaltatione ꝙ concinno 
membrorum motu, in veſtium & capillamenti 
decora compoſitione, rogate : &; ſollertes vo. prae- 


abo. His artibus & dotibut, guat ad hiſtrionum 


& artificum, von Profeſſorum dictata exhibebitic, 
admirati onem popularium excitate, qui immundos 
& mucoſos pueros, tam nitidos & elegante Dodo. 
res in patriam ex Academia remeaſſe, gratulabun- 
tur. Civium nou tantum, ſed illuſtrium & prin. 
cipum virorum gratiam & favorem contemnends 
& faſtidiendo priſcas linguas, & ſcbolaſticam do- 
erinam infamando, conciliate. Honores & mari. 
ſtratus ſtrenue ambite, & ad eos viam, difſimulata 
Latinae linguae intelligentia, facilitate & nitore 
linguae Vernaculae, & ante omnia Francicae venu- 
fate & lepore munite. Ad hanc toto pectore in- 
cumbite : in hanc non modo remotifſimae antiqui- 
t#atis monumeuta transfuſa, & fideliſſime config. 
nata, fed omnium artium & ſcientiarum myſteria 
ſe in Francorum mentes & volumina inſinuaſſe per- 
ſuaſum babete. Hinc ubi uberem & perennem col- 
ſoguiorum in circulis & conviviis materiam para- 
veritis, temporis in Latina lingua addiſcenda collo· 
cati jact᷑ uram, lacrimis numquam inareſcentibas 
S aeterna gaerela deflebitis. Monumenta Graeca, 
Latina opera, ab hirſutis & incomtis parentibus 
olim eff uſa, averſomini; ſed eadem, nunc elegan- 
tia & cura interpolatorum nitidiori, & moribns 
ſeenlogue cultiſſimo magis congruenti amicta, com- 
mendata, ſumma cum admiratione verſate. Pa- 
trios anuales & aàviti temporis Hiſtorias, olim a 
Meurnſiis, Grotits, Poſſiis, & neſcio quibus, 775 

craſſo 


the Fre 


the Coffee-houſe or the Tavern, at nightly Clubs, and ranting 
up and down the Streets; at dancing and walking priggiſh- 


ly, at adjuſting your Dreſs and Periwigs; and I will an- 


{wer for your being well qualified. By ſuch Arts and Ac- 
compliſhments as theſe, in which you ſhall make your 
ſelves perfect, not from the Rules of the Profeſſors, but 
of Players, Taylors and other Artificers, raiſe the Admiration 
of your Neighbours at home, who will congratulate you 
for returning from the Univerſity ſuch nice ſleek Doctors, 
when you went ſuch dirty ſniveling Boys. Win the favour 
and eſteem, not only of People of your own Rank, but 
of Perſons of the firſt Quality and Condition, by ſcorning 
and deſpiſing the ancient Tongues, and railing at School- 
Learning, Make a ſtrong Intereſt for Honours ard Pre- 
ferments, and pave your ſelves the Way to them by ſhewing 


your Ignorance of the Latin Tongue, your Skill in the 


Beauties of your own, and eſpecially of the pretty, courtly, 


agreeable French. Apply your ſelves to this with all your 


Might; and be perſuaded that not only the Monuments of 


the greateſt Antiquity are tranſlated and faithfully done in- 


to it; but that the Myſteries of all Arts and Sciences have 
in ſinuated themſelves into the Books and Underſtandings ot 
the French. And when you have furniſh'd your {elves 
from hence with a copious laſting tore of Tattle for Aſ- 
ſemblies and Circles of the Fair, you will withever-flowing 
Tears and ceaſeleſs Complaints, bewail the loſs of Time 
which you have beſtow'd upon learning Latin. Have 
the utmoſt Averſion for thoſe Greek and Latin Books which 
were formerly thumb'd over by our rugged Forefathers; 
but have the higheſt Veneration for the fame Authors 
vampt up with a new and elegant Paraphraſe and recom- 
mended in a Dreſs much more agreeable to the Mode and 
the polite Taſte of the preſent Age. As for the Annals ot your 
Country and the Hiſtory of former Times, treacherouſly im- 
parted to Foreigners in a pedantic Latin Style by the Meny-: 
ſu, Grotii, Voſſii, and the Lord knows how many ſervile 
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eraſſa Batavorum roelo natis, ineptis & ſervilibus 


werernm imitatoribus, barbaro ſermone in peregri- 


rorum aſum proditas, ad tabernat, abi ſalſamenta 


& aleces venduntur, projicite. A-politis & comt; 
JL exeris C 3 ortbas, wy er, er. 
Jaubtilitate & ingenii 2 omnibus TZuropae 
natiomibus antecellunt, non modo nacnias amatorias, 
 Jabulas Mileſias, matronarum & virgiuum no- 
ratium etiam ſuaviſſima oblectamenta, avide ac- 


cipite; ſed reipublicae naſtrae formam, leges, in- 


ftituta, & fata, non à condutti: modo librariorum 
_w_ properata, ſed à publica largitate andtoratis 

eclamatoribus, peregrina quidem, fed apud hone- 
ſios jam pervalgata lingua, elaborata perluſtrate. 
Aamiremini mecum, nibil his inquilinis coeli noftri 


ftaporem & frigur, nihil paludum noſtrarum nebu- 


gore detraæiſſe, ſed f. 

rorit Eraeci & Romani domitoret, ita in mores no- 
ftros, licet a linguae incultae ſcabritie abhorreant; 
tramfiiſſe, ut ejurata adſentatione regia, diracizatis 


oy 
< 


popaularis & ſatyricae dicentiae 2 ute 
tota Gallia, — uon — — His delica- 
» 


zae nuntiationit arbitrit, gui in eæpoliendo agre- 
Ni Batavoram ore tantum laboris, ¶ ſudoris im- 


pendant, ane ſaltem gratiam-referte, ut ne bor. 


$ 


rendo Belgicarum vocum ſono & inamabili ſtridore 


aures tam texeras radatis, Exoleti ſermonis inis 


micts, & doftarumlinguarum everſoribus 3 
idem habete, Romanam, perdiſcendi difficultate & 


moleſtia odioſam, dudum ab elegantioribus viris nes 
glectum & contemptam adſe verantibus; 'eamque; 
ut exiguam & vilem ſcbolaſticae eruditionir porti- 
ume nam, ad puxcos paedagogos, triftes & moroſus, 
offe relegatam. Francicae vero tantans eſſe facili- 
tatens & ſuauitatem, tam illuſtrem celebritatem, 

4 Hr 
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leſas exhalationes, ex ——— alacritate & vi- 
idioſor illot barbariae & hor - 
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poor Imitators of the Ancients, born in the foggy Air of 
the Dutch, baniſh them to the Grocer's Shops to vrrap up 
Penny-worths of Butter and Pickled- Herring. Learn from 
theſe fine finical Domeſtics of Venus and Cupid, ho ercel 
all the Nations of Europe in Wit and Politics, not only 
Chanſons de Amour, and Romances, thoſe dear» Delights 
of our Women and Girls, but take à View of the Form 
of our Republic, it S. Laws, Iuſtitutions and Revolutions 


not as they are haſtily patcht up by the mercenary Babours 


of thoſe that drudge for the Preſs, but elaborately done by 
Writers authoriz'd with public Penſions, Hiſtoriographers 
Royal; indeed in à foreign Tongue; but ſuch as all Men 
of Breeding are very well acquainted with. Wonder with 


\ 


me that the Heavineſs and Cold of our Air, and the foggy 


Exhalations of our Marſhes have taken off nothing from the 


natural Chearfulneſs and Spritelineſs of theſe People while 


they live amongſt us; but theſe proud Scorners of the 
Greek and Roman Barbariſms, have ſo come over to our 
Cuſtoms, tho they are mortal Enemies to our ſcurvy Lan- 


guage, that to the Amazement of all France, having ab- 
jur d all cringing Compliances/and Flattefies to their Mo- 
narch, thęy are not aſham d to lay aſide chat. Talkativeneſs - 


fo peculiat to their Country, and the fancy Aus in which, 


from their Qhildhood, they have been nursid up. Acknow- 
ledge yourſelves oblig d to theſe Judges of delicate Pronun- 
ciation, vrho have taken ſo much Pains in poliſhing the rough 


Tone of the Hollanders, at leaſt ſo far us never to grate 
ſuch tender Ears with the horrid and diſagreeable Harſh- 
neſs of Dutch. Give all poſſible Belief to theſe Enemies of 


obſolete Learning and Oppoſers of the Ancient Tongues, 
when they aſſure you · chat Lari being become odious for 


the difficulty and trouble of learning it, has been long ſince 
neglected and deſpis d by all the Beau Monde, and only 


ſubſiſts as a vile Portion of School Learning, among a few- 


ſour moroſe Pædagogues. But that the French is ſo eaſy 


and pleafant and ſo much in vogue, that ſince it has pre- 


nie 
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ar cum per omninm jam virorum coetus, per mu- 
iebria ſenacula per vaſerit, ſpem non vanam novae 
eloquentiae architedi conceperint, illa non modo 
Exrias.& fora, ſed omnes Academiarum cathedras 
r perſonaturas : & ipſos Humanitatis antiqua- 
tae Profeſſores, niſi moribas ſeculi nitidifſimis ob- 
ſequentes ruſticitatem ejurent, ad ludos literarios, 
in ultimo Septemtrione & Moſcovis excitatos, brevi 
demigraturo ' I e 
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yaibd fo m 
blies of W 
have no fr 
Courts of 
ſities: and 
leſs they t! 
Politeneſs « 
furtheſt Pa 
maſters in 


vaibd ſo much among the Committees of Men and Aſem- 
blies of Women, the Contrivers of this new Eloquence 
have no ſmall Hopes that it will obtain not only in the 
Courts of Juſtice, but even in the Chairs of the Univer- 
ſities: and that the Profeſſors of antiquated Humanity, un- 

leſs they throw off their Ruſticity and comply with the 


politeneſs of the Times, ſhall ſhortly be detach'd into the 


furtheit Parts of the North, to ſupply the Want of School- 
maſters in his Czariſh Majeſty's Dominions, 


T bave done. 
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